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Mahat hi r - Di al ogue
DON T FORSAKE RELI G ON I N ACQUI R NG KNOMLEDGE, SAYS DR MAHATH R

By Nor Hayati Mida and Rosyati mah Tuki m n

PUTRJAYA, July 10 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said Muslins should not becone arrogant and forget their religion
in their quest to acquire know edge.

I nstead knowl edge shoul d strengthen their beliefs in the religion and
Al ah, he said during a dialogue with participants inmedi ately after
opening the Wrld Conference of Islamc Scholars, here today.

"When we study these subjects (like science), we must not forget our
religion. W nust not becone so arrogant and say that we know everything,
we can solve everything," said the Prime Mnister

Dr Mahathir said there were instances where those who had acquired
know edge from the Europeans and the West had the notion that they did not
need religion anynore because they felt they knew everyt hing.

"They think they can do anything. There is no need for religion and
there is no need for God because they have the know edge. If they want to
fly to the noon, they just fly to the noon. They don't have to say the
prayers like we do here, they just get into the spaceship and fly to the
noon, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that was shall ow t hi nki ng because sci ence, for
i nstance, could only answer the question as to how thi ngs happened and not
why it happened.

Citing a sinple formula of how the conbi nati on of two hydrogen and one
oxygen atonms could becone water (H20), Dr Mahathir said scientists could
not, however, answer why it was so and not the conbi nati ons of other
el enent s.

"OF course, when they conme to this stage they sinply said it's nature.
And when we asked themwhat is nature there is no answer. So there is the
Creator, there is CGod, there is Allah who creates all these things, and in
the end all your explanation as to why things happened, you cone to the
stage where you have to say | don't know, it is nature and in fact it is
Allah, it is God, the God that we worship, who creates everything," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said things al so happened according to Allah's will, and
humans shoul d accept there was a greater power that human coul d not
under stand and expl ain everything on earth.

Therefore, he said, know ng about science should strengthen a person's
belief in religion and All ah

"It is only by admtting by humlity that there is a greater power than
us that we becone real human beings with feelings that are considered as
hurmane towards ot hers.

"The problemwith the world today is that it is a Godl ess world, people
have forsaken religion," he said.

Dr Mahathir said, however, some had gone back to religion and had
beconme fanatical and msinterpreted their religion

"It is not only Islamthat is being msinterpreted, Christianity is
al so being misinterpreted by Christian fundanmentalists and so do the Jews,
they also msinterpreted their religion. Because of all these
m sinterpretations, we have conflicts that we see today," he said.

Muslims, Dr Mahathir said, could introduce a new approach to know edge
by making a stand and attitude that was different to that of the Wst.

"We should think of knowl edge as a gift of God to us and we shoul d
acquire it because that is the way for us to have a better life in this



world and in the next, and also to be able to defend the Unmah and prevent
I slam from being hum|iated and | ooked down upon by others,"” said the Prine
M ni ster.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said there should be a bal ance between
"fardu ain" and "fardu ki fayah" as without it Mislins may not have the
capacity to defend thensel ves.

"For a long tine we have been stressing on fardu ain, which is a duty
performed for ourselves but not for the community. For Islam fardu kifayah
is also inmportant as a comunity that has no capacity to defend itself is
committing sin," he said.

Dr Mahathir said when Mislins had mi sconceptions where enphasis was
pl aced only on religious know edge then they would not fulfil their
obligations to the comunity.

He said to defend the Miuslimconmunity, production of arms and
| ogi stics mght be necessary and for this, Muslinms had to | earn science.

"It is also inmportant in learning our religion that we get the correct
interpretation of our religion

"There are extrene interpretations....which to our mind is wong. Once
we get the correct interpertation of Islam we get a sound base. Today, we
need to have know edge because this is going to play a big role in our own
devel opnent, " he said.

He al so said that Muslins nust set their sights on the objective of
acqui ri ng know edge.

Citing an exanple for such a msinterpretation, Dr Mahathir said there
wer e Mal aysi ans who went abroad to study and ended up trying to becone nore
religious than the | ocals there thensel ves.

"I'f ulamas were to stress the inportance of acquiring the "fardu
ki f ayah” know edge then there will be no difficulty for us to stress on
this," he said.
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