19 JUL 2003
Syed Hani d- Wat er
DOOR FOR TALKS ON WATER | SSUE STILL OPEN, SAYS SYED HAM D

YAN, July 19 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia has never cl osed the door on talks
over the water issue with Singapore despite the republic hurling various
accusations agai nst the country, said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar.

He said the talks could still proceed but Singapore nust be honest and
sincere in seeking a solution for the issue, instead of naking various
al | egati ons.

"W have never shut the door for negotiations, only we have stopped the
tal ks after observing that the republic is not sincere in seeking a
solution and gave the inpression that this country is taking the advantage
in this issue."

He told reporters this after opening the briefing on the Mcro Credit
Schene held by Yan Umo Division here today.

On Singapore's reaction to the series of advertisenments placed in the
| ocal dailies by the National Economic Action Council in regard to the
wat er issue, Syed Hamid said people in the republic now had the true
pi cture of the situation.

Syed Hanmid said all this while, Singaporeans only heard one-sided
argunents fromtheir governnent and now they were given the true facts and
figures by Ml aysia.

"Even in Singapore, they can read the advertisements placed in the
country's dailies. As for people in the country, the governnent found that
they are positive and understood what was done by the governnment to dea
with the issue," he said.

He said the series of advertisenents and the soon to be published
bookl et on the water issue were to provide accurate facts and figures and
were not based on enotions and rhetorics.

Syed Hanmid said the advertisenents were tinely as Ml aysia was no
| onger interested in "debating" the issue where the facts had been tw sted
and nade confused by Singapore, preferring the people to arrive at their
own concl usi on and judgenent .

"This issue needs to be explained to the people, that is why we cone
out with the advertisenents, show the facts and it is up to the people to
make their own judgenent based on the facts which we provided," he said.

On Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's neeting with his
Thai counterpart Thaksin Shinawatra in Langkawi on July 27-28, Syed Ham d
said various bilateral issues would be discussed between the two | eaders.

The di scussion woul d cover bilateral cooperation in agriculture,
fisheries, tourism border and trade issues, said Syed Ham d

"This is the annual neeting between the prine mnisters of both
countries to forge closer relations. Last year it was held in Thailand and
this year it is Malaysia's turn

"Simlar neetings are held with | eaders of Asean nations |ike Brune
and | ndonesia," he said.
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