01 JUN 2003
Abdul I ah- VCD
DPM WANTS POLI CE TO BE SMARTER | N COVBATI NG VCD PI RACY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi has
told the police and ot her enforcenment agencies to be quicker and smarter in
efforts to stanp out the illegal video conpact disc (VCD) trade.

The deputy prine mnister said this approach was necessary as
syndi cates invol ved in pornographic and pirated VCDs were constantly
changing tactics to avoid detection and arrest.

"We are always faced with new tactics and tricks used by these groups,
and therefore police and other |aw enforcenent authorities should be faster
to be able to anticipate their noves," he told reporters after flagging off
the "Riding For Life" canpaign at Taman Tasi k Titiwangsa here today.

Abdul | ah said this when asked to comrent on the two-week period given
by the Inspector-CGeneral of Police to the conmercial crimes division to
wi pe out VCD piracy.

The order was issued on May 26 follow ng concerns expressed by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad on the re-enmergence of the ranpant
manuf acture, sale and distribution of illegal VCDs.

Using the resources at their disposal, these syndicates were resorting
to various tactics in a bid to outsmart the authorities, said Abdullah, who
is Home M nister

"Nowadays, they have anple resources to plan their counternmeasures ...
frombeing arrested by the police," he said.

Asked if 1GP Tan Sri Norian Mai had given himan initial report on the
crackdown against illegal VCDs, he said: "Not yet. | just returned
yesterday." Abdul | ah had been on holiday overseas for one week.

Asked whet her the two-week period was enough for the authorities to
eradi cate the nenace, he said all enforcenent agencies, including the |oca
authorities, Customs Departnent, and Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs
M nistry, should work hard to achi eve the target.

"Efforts to wi pe out VCD piracy involve several agencies, and they have
to work hard to get the biggest success possible,” he said.

He hoped the setting up of the special conmttee to conbat VCD piracy
coul d enhance the effectiveness of |aw enforcenent on this matter and
provide for a better assessnment of the success achieved.

At the function, Abdullah flagged off 35 cyclists -- 20 from Mal aysi a
and 15 from Si ngapore -- participating in the inaugural "Riding For Life"
expedi tion.

The event, which ains to create better awareness on AIDS/H V and to
rai se funds for treating AIDS/H V patients, was jointly organi sed by the
Mal aysi an Al DS Foundation (MAF), WMl aysian Al DS Council (MAC) and Actions
For AIDS Singapore (AFA).

The participants will pass through five major towns and 17 vill ages
t hroughout the country in their 949km journey, which ends on June 8.
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