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Abdul | ah- Japan
DPM S TRI P REASSURES JAPAN OF M SIA'S PRO BUSI NESS POLI Cl ES

By: Hafizah Kamaruddin

TOKYO, July 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badaw 's official
visit to Japan, which ends today, is pertinent to reassure the Japanese
that Malaysia will continue with the pro-business policies initiated by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

This will be nmore crucial when the deputy prine mnister takes over the
country's top | eadership this Novenber, given the increasing challenges in
the international environnment, as evidenced by the gl obal economc
sl owdown, fight against terrorism and regional issues, as well as efforts
by Asia to rejuvenate its flagging econony.

The cooperative spirit between Ml aysia and Japan in setting up the
Asi an Bond Market, Ml aysa-Japan Free Trade Area (FTA) and ot her
initiatives, including collaboration in biotechnol ogy research and
devel opnent, will further spur the existing relationships to a higher
pl ane.

During the three-day visit, Abdullah nmade a strong i npression on the
Japanese of his commtnent to continuing the strong bond between the two
countri es.

He is acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Endon Mahnood, and a
hi gh- power ed del egati on i ncluding Second Fi nance M nister Datuk Dr
Jamal udin Jarjis, International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Aziz, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and prom nent
busi nessnen.

Stressing that his future international policies would be nore dynanic
wi th nore enphasis on bilateral cooperation and col |l aboration, smart
partnership and the prosper-thy-nei ghbour concept, Abdullah has assured the
Japanese that Malaysia will continue its interest in Japan, even if Japan's
econony stagnates or grows slowy in the com ng decades as it is a ngjor
conponent of the East Asian econony.

Japan is Mal aysia's second | argest trading partner, after the United
States, recording total trade of US$24.6 billion (RWB3.5 billion) I|ast
year.

VWi le here, Abdullah net Prine M nister Junichiro Koizum who confirned
Japan's involvenent in the Ml aysia Technical University, which is expected
to start at a tenporary canmpus end of this year, to speed up the transfer
of technical knowhow in terns of materials and nmanpower from Japan to
Asean regi on.

H s meeting with Finance M nister Masaj uro Shi okawa and Econony, Trade
and I ndustry Mnister Takeo Hi ranuma has put into perspective the two
countries' nove towards a Ml aysi a-Japan Free Trade Area and the Asian Bond
Mar ket .

Both parties have agreed to speed up the economi c cooperation with the
hope that the two projects will benefit econom c devel opment not only
between the two countries, but also in the region.

H's meeting with the Governor of Japan Bank for |nternational
Cooper ati on, Kyosuke Sinozawa, discussed the need to review the economc
assi stance that Japan has been giving to Ml aysia follow ng Japan's vi ew
t hat Mal aysi a has graduated from being a devel opi ng nati on.

The new Yen | oan packages to be studied are expected to further enhance
Mal aysi a' s devel opnent.

Besi des neeting the top | eaders, Abdullah also nmade tine to neet
Japanese corporate | eaders, businessnmen, parlianmentarians and the nedia,



He put them at ease on issues relating to Malaysia-United States
relations after the Iraq war, terrorism Islamand al so regi onal issues
touchi ng on pro-denocracy | eader Aung San Suu Kyi's detention in Myanmar

In the nmeetings, Abdullah nanaged to shed his Gai npb-Sho (foreign
m ni ster) image, for which he is better known anong the Japanese, having
hel d the post for nearly eight years in the |ast decade, for his
up-and-coming i nage as Souri-Daijin or the prinme mnister

The new bilateral trade arrangenents discussed will spur greater trade
flows and provide the foundation for coll aboration between Japanese and
Mal aysi an conpani es operating in each others' markets as well as regionally
and gl obal ly.

Clearly these devel opnents indicate that both Japan and Ml aysia are
prepared to take new approaches and strategies to ensure that the bilatera
econom ¢ rel ationships not only continue but energe stronger and provide
mut ual benefits.

VWil e here, Abdullah also nade a prelimnary agreenent with University
Chi ba on col | aboration in biotechnol ogy research and devel opment to bring
the agricultural sector to greater heights and to boost Ml aysia's
conpetitiveness in attracting foreign direct investnent (FDI) in this
field.

The university's Horticulture Faculty has agreed to carry out a joint
bi ot echnol ogy research and devel opnent (R&D) programe with Ml aysi an
uni versities and governnent agencies, such as Universiti Putra Ml aysia and
Mardi, to boost farmers' income by enabling themto get higher yields and
better quality agricultural products, besides helping to devel op small- and
medi um scal e enterprises with agro-based bi ot echnol ogy.

Confident that the biotechnology industry has a very big potential in
the future, Abdullah wants the Look East Policy to give nore enphasis to
such cour ses.

In view of the vast potential of biotechnol ogy, the policy which in the
early stage of inplenenting stressed technical training, needs to be
reviewd in line with the chall enges of the new century.

Abdul | ah returns home tonorrow a satisfied man, having received the
strong support and comm tnment of the Japanese, especially the |eaders and
coporate figures, in ensuring that the existing relationships will be
enhanced and diversified in facing future chall enges when he becones the
captain of the ship.

- - BERNAMA

HK MFJ JK



	DPM'S TRIP REASSURES JAPAN OF M'SIA'S PRO-BUSINESS POLICIES (Bernama 12/07/2003)

