20 MAY 2003
Li ng- MCA
DR LI NG TOLD PERAK MCA DI VISIONS HE'S LI KELY TO RESIGN - ONG

| POH, May 20 (Bernama) -- MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
indicated to the Perak MCA del egation, which called on himtoday, that he
woul d probably resign in the next few days, State MCA chief Datuk Ong Ka
Chuan sai d.

He said Dr Ling gave the hint to 18 of the 23 division chiefs fromthe
state who nmet himat his mnistry in Putrajaya.

"He didn't say directly but strongly indicated that he is going to
resign. We asked himto reconsider but Dr Ling said he had nore or |ess
made up his mnd," he told BERNAMA when cont act ed.

Dr Ling, who is Transport Mnister, however, did not say whether he was
giving up his mnisterial post or the MCA presidency or both.

Ong said Dr Ling, who had been at the helmfor the past 16 years, told
them that "some inportant devel opments” woul d take place at the party's
energency Central Conmittee (CC) neeting on Friday in Kuala Lunpur.

On Saturday, Dr Ling declined to conment on specul ati ons that the peace
pl an brokered by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad | ast year,
which was to resolve the internal crisis between two factions in the MCA
nanely Team A and Team B, had resuned.

He had al so refused to coment when asked whether he and his deputy
Datuk Seri Lim Ah Lek had net Dr Mahathir, who is the Barisan Nasional (BN)
Chai rman, |ast week.

The MCA President, however, said he was prepared to participate and
contribute to any peace plan that woul d be good for everyone.

On May 23, 2000, Dr Ling nade a surprised announcenent that he had
resigned as the Transport Mnister but withdrew it two weeks later after
bei ng persuaded by party nmenbers to stay on.

Earlier this year, Dr Ling had announced that he had sent an undated
resignation letter to the Prime Mnister in August |ast year.

Under the peace plan, Team A headed by Dr Ling and Team B by Li m had
agreed that the party election | ast year proceed w thout any contest.

This saw the incunbents at division and national |evels being
re-elected for another three-year termuntil 2005.

However, the peace plan could not solve the internal dispute due to
several issues, mainly the question of successor to the two top | eaders.

Ong said Dr Ling told the delegation that it was tine for younger
| eaders to take over the | eadership but did not disclose any details or
whet her the decision was nmade foll owi ng the peace talk.

"Dr Ling said it was his own decision. Nobody nade or influenced his

decision...it was purely his,"” he said.
Ong said the Perak MCA pleaded with Dr Ling to continue |eading the
party until his termexpired in 2005 as his | eadership was still needed and

the timng was not right, especially with the general election expected to
be held before the Parlianent term expires next year.

"But in his speech, Dr Ling said he wanted to give way for the younger
| eaders to take over. Dr Ling said he had done everything possible for the
party and Chi nese community and was sincere in making the decision," he
sai d.

He said Dr Ling cited the establishment of Universiti Tunku Abdul
Rahman (UTAR), which started operations |ast year, as his biggest
achi evenent .

Ong said he arranged for the neeting after nany grassroots nenbers



qgueried himabout the specul ations that Dr Ling would be resigning.

"It's very difficult for ne to explain the real situation. So, | felt
it is best that they neet and ask our president thenselves," he said.

Ong said the state | eaders were hoping that Dr Ling would change his
m nd and stay on until 2005 al though the president seened to be sticking to
hi s deci si on.

He said Dr Ling was instrunental in consolidating the Perak MCA after
he took over the state | eadership in 1995, helping the party to win 13
state and seven parlianentary seats in the 1995 general election, conpared
to just three state and three parlianmentary seats in the 1985 and 1990
general el ections.
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