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Ong- MCA
DR LING S QUI T OFFER NOT BECAUSE HE FAI LED TO RESOLVE CHI NESE | SSUES

MELAKA, Jan 9 (Bernamm) -- MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
wanted to resign as Transport M nister not because he failed to resolve
i ssues involving the party and the Chinese comunity, party vice-president
Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said today.

He asked certain groups not to nmake such specul ations on Dr Ling' s nove
to send a letter to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad offering
to quit fromthe Cabinet.

Dr Mahathir had rejected Dr Ling's offer to resign as Transport
M ni ster.

Ong said he wanted to quit fromthe Cabinet for reasons stated by Dr
Li ng hisel f.

Dr Ling was reported to have said on Tuesday that he had conpleted a
| arge part of his agenda, including setting up Universiti Tunku Abdul
Rahman (Utar), and he did not think he could do nmuch nore.

A newspaper report today that Dr Ling wanted to step down fromthe
Cabi net because he failed to resolve issues of the Chinese conmmunity was
i naccurate and nerely speculation, he told reporters after opening the
Mal aysi an Muni cipalities Corporation Consultative Conmittee neeting.

Ong, who is also Housing and Local Governnment M nister, said Dr
Mahat hir had turned down Dr Ling's intention to resign as a mnister in the
interests of the BN and the country's political stability.

"I take this opportunity to thank Dr Mahathir for his deep concern on
the internal devel opments in BN conponent parties as the BN chairman.

"Dr Ling's offer to resign should not be questioned by anyone," he
added.
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