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DR M RESPONSI BLE FOR RESTORI NG | MAGE OF MALAYS, SAYS JAVALUDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) -- The Ml ays should be grateful to
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad because he has inproved their well-being and
restored their image in the economc field, Second Fi nance M nister Datuk
Dr Jamal udin Jarjis said today.

"Previously, the Malays were held in |l ow regard and despi sed because
they were deenmed only fit to be fishernmen, farmers and to live in the rural
areas, as if they |lacked capability. But the prinme mnister has restored
the integrity of the Malays to be on par with foreign races, and now there
are successful Ml ay conpani es,” he said.

Commenting on Dr Mahathir's policy speech at the opening of the Umo
Ceneral Assenbly here, he said while the prime mnister took pride in the
Mal ays' achi evenents now, Dr Mahathir al so expressed his concerns.

Thi s was because the Mal ays were still too dependent on the governnent
and government contracts, said Dr Jamal udin.

Dr Mahathir wanted nore Malays to participate in the private sector and
to continue to conpete in the gl obal arena because they had been in
busi ness since the Mel aka Sultanate era, he said.

Express Rail Link Sdn Bhd (ERL) executive chairman Datuk Mhamed Nadzmi
Sall eh said nore efforts were needed before Ml aysi ans could join the
| eague of rich and devel oped countries.

He said this when comrenting on the attitude of Ml aysians who were
nore demandi ng than their counterparts in devel oped countries, a situation
hi ghl i ghted by Dr Mahathir in his speech.

Mal aysi a had not yet attained devel oped status although it had nmade a
ot of progress in the economc field, he said.

"Wth a per capita incone of US$4,000, we are still lagging far behind.
Don't forget, the struggle is still not over," he said.
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