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Mahat hir-Terrori sm
DR M BLASTS COUNTRI ES PERPETUATI NG WAR AGAI NST TERRCRI STS

By: Openg Onn

JOGJAKARTA, COct 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday | anbasted countries for perpetuating war against terrorists
but in actual fact, kill innocent famlies, destroy hones, villages and

towns fromwhere the terrorists originate.

"After Sept 11, the world has learnt to fear terrorism the
i ndiscrimnate attacks and killing of innocent people in a bid to achieve
some goals or nerely to seek revenge," he said.

Terror attacks are not just by irregulars acting on their own but
states too have their own progranmes of terror, he said.

"I ndeed, we see states | aunching vicious nmassive retaliation, not just
to kill suspected terrorists but his famly, his home, his village and his
town," he said in his speech after receiving the distinguished honorary
fellow award fromthe Asean Federation of Engineering O ganisations (Afeo).

It would be ridiculous to think that such attacks did not terrorise the
i nnocent, in fact the terror was even greater, for it was systematic and
executed wi th heavy weapons in the hands of trained soldiers, he said.

He said it would seemthat the great exponents and practitioners of
denocracy believed that the way to spread the doctrine and to break down
resi stance was by terrorising the world.

Dr Mahathir said terrorismcould take many forms with economc
terrorisminstilled as much fear and damage to |life and property as bonbs
and guns.

Thriving econoni es coul d be destroyed, inpoverishing whole countries
and regions, throwi ng workers out of jobs by the millions, disrupting the
peace and tranquility of human society with riots, killings and crines, he
sai d.

"Si nply because the specul ati ve and mani pul ati ng rogues and their own
medi a do not describe their acts as terrori smdoes not nean that they are
not acts of terrorism acts which cause fear and terror anong their
victins," he added.
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