12 JUL 2003
MCA- Assenbl ynen
DR M CONSULTED ON RElI NSTATEMENT OF TWO ASSEMBLYMEN, SAYS MCA CHI EF

KUALA LUMPUR, July 12 (Bernamm) -- The MCA had consulted Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad before lifting the
suspension of two of its state assenbl ynmen in Penang, MCA president Datuk
Seri Ong Ka Ting said today.

Ong said he had personally nmet Dr Mahathir to get his views before
bringing the matter to the MCA Presidential Council neeting |ast Thursday.

At the neeting, the Presidential Council decided to |lift the suspension
of Lim Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (Jawi ), which was
i nposed on Dec 16 | ast year.

"He (Dr Mahathir) agreed. | inforned the Prime Mnister before MCA
(Presidential Council) net. O course, | had sought the views of the BN
chairman; | would not have done it without consultation,” he told reporters

after launching a book entitled "Shui Q ng Shi Z Jian" (The Rocks Are
Visible In The Clear Water) at Wsna MCA here.

The book is a collection of articles on current issues witten by Loh
Seng Kok, who was political secretary to former MCA president Datuk Seri Dr
Li ng Liong Sik.

Ong was asked to coment on Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi 's statenment that he would have no objection to the MCA' s
decision to lift the suspension if it had been discussed with the state BN.

Abdul | ah, who is BN deputy chairman, said MCA shoul d understand t hat
t he decision to suspend the two was nmade by the BN, and as such any nove to
change it should be referred to the coalition, especially at the state
| evel .

"I respect Pak Lah's (Abdullah's) statement, and when making this
decision (reinstatenment) MCA had witten a letter to the top BN | eadershi p,
including its chairman, deputy chairnman and secretary-general,” Ong said.

He said a copy of the letter was addressed to Penang Chief Mnister Tan
Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, who is al so Penang BN chai r man.

"The letter, dated yesterday, has been issued and m ght take tinme to
reach (the addressee). And at the sane tine, | have inforned Tok Mat (Tan
Sri Mohamad Rahmat, BN secretary-general) and Gerakan president Datuk Seri
Dr LimKeng Yaik of this matter by tel ephone,” he said.

Ong said he decided to inform Mohamad and Dr Li m because at that tine
Dr Koh was in Japan on an official visit and could not be contacted.

"I also tried to contact Dr Koh this nmorning after |earning that he has
returned to Penang, but was told that he was attending a cerenony in
conjunction with Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas' 65th
bi rt hday," he said.

Asked if he foresaw problens fromfell ow BN conponent parties on the
decision to lift the suspension, Ong said: "If everybody took it in good
faith, thinking of BN noving toward one, | amconfident the true spirit in
BN woul d prevail ."

Limand Tan were suspended indefinitely for abstaining fromvoting
against a DAP notion in the State Assenbly in Novenber to defer the RML. 02
billion Penang Quter Ri ng Road (PORR) project.

Asked on the progress made by the party's committee appointed by the
himand his deputy, Datuk Chan Kong Choy, to resolve the internal problens
in the Youth noverment, Ong said it was progressing well.

He was confident that a solution could be reached on matters pertaining
to the state Youth chief posts for Penang, Federal Territory and Negeri



Senbi | an.

"Wth the new spirit and new scenario in MCA, we can conme to sone
consensus not too far fromnow, " he said.
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