17 FEB 2003
Mahat hi r - Badm nt on
DR M CONGRATULATES HAFI Z FOR ALL- ENGLAND W N

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
congrat ul at ed Muhammad Hafi z Hashim for wi nning the Al-England nen's
singles badm nton title, Malaysia's first in 37 years.

"Thank God, | am thankful and very happy indeed that Hafiz not only can
hafal but al so can play badm nton (well). Congratul ati ons and best wi shes,"
the Prinme M nister said.

"Hafiz" in Arabic nmeans "hafal"” or to effectively performthe duties
one has been entrusted with.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to coment on Hafiz's triunph at
badm nton's prem er tournanent in Birm ngham yesterday. He was speaki ng at
a news conference after witnessing a rehearsal for the opening cerenpny of
the 13th Non-Ali gned Movenment (NAM summit at the Putra World Trade Centre
here.

The 20-year-old Nusa Mahsuri shuttler stunned topseed and def endi ng
chanpi on Chen Hong of China 17-14, 15-10 in the final. Tan A k Huang was
the I ast Malaysian to win the nen's singles crown in 1966.

Saying Hafiz had pl ayed excellently, Dr Mhathir hoped that no one
woul d spoil him by rewardi ng hi mexcessively.

"Now, | would like to request everybody not to spoil him and you've
seen earlier as (to) what they have done to the previous chanpi ons, because
you spoil ed them

"I hope the states would not give five acres of |and, noney worth one
mllion, after that (the recipient) could no | onger play badm nton. Keep on
seeing | and...noney, land...nmoney, five mllion, three mllion, one
billion," said Dr Mahathir, gesturing with his hand to hit a shuttl ecock.

Previ ously, national badm nton players had been given various
i ncentives, including |land and noney, for w nning mgjor tournanents.
However, many people feel that the rewards had nade t hem conpl acent and
caused their performances to decline.

Meanwhi | e, Badmi nton Associ ati on of Ml aysia (BAM patron Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali described Hafiz's success as "surprising but
wonder ful ".

"It is wonderful that he won...very surprising. But he is a young
pl ayer who is full of stamina. I'"mvery proud of himthat he won the
tournanent after 37 years," she said when net while acconpanying Dr
Mahat hir to the rehearsal.
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