30 AUG 2003
Mer deka- Cel ebr ati ons
DR M LEADS MERDEKA DAY BASH AT DATARAN MERDEKA

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oni ght joi ned nore than 100, 000 Mal aysians fromall walks of life
to the countdown to mdnight to usher in the 46th Merdeka Day cel ebrations.

Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi and his wife Datin Seri Endon
Mahnmood and several mnisters attended the Anbang Merdeka cel ebrati ons.

Exciting progranmres were held since evening to entertain the public.

The drizzle did not danpen the spirit of the crowd to wait till 12
m dni ght and enjoy the entertai nment provided by |ocal artistes.

The crowd was al so entertai ned by a harnoni ca concert by 460 nenbers in
appreciation of Dr Mahathir's contributions to the country.

Their performance earned a nention in the Ml aysia Book of Records as
t he nmost Nunber of Harnonica players performng at any one tine.

Dr Mahathir, Abdullah and their w ves were introduced to record
setters, including conqueror of the English Channel Datuk Abdul Malik
Mai di n and the famous shoe designer Datuk Ji nmy Choo.

Dr Mahathir then joined the crowd in the countdown to m dni ght
-- about five seconds before the stroke of 12 m dni ght and shouted
seven tinmes Merdeka! Merdeka! when the clock struck 12.

The crowd then sang the new version of "Negaraku" for the first tine,
foll owed by the "Jalur Gem | ang" and "Kerananmu Ml aysia” songs.

A col ourful display of fireworks al so added ponp and spl endour to the
cel ebrati ons.
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