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AGRI CULTURE SECTOR TO BE REVI TALI SED, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today said
Mal aysia will step up efforts to nmake agriculture a key sector in its econony as
the sector grew by 1.5 per cent during the review period of the Ei ghth Ml aysi a
Plan (8MP) as a result of increased output of palmoil and food commodities.

The Prime Mnister said agricultural export earnings rose by 26 per cent per
annum from RM23 billion in 2000 to RV29 billion in 2003 supported by the higher
prices of primary and food commodities.

He said the inprovenent in the export of food comodities was a result of
i ncreasing investnments in large scale food production and i nprovenents in
quality undertaken in the context of the Mnistry of Agriculture Incorporated
appr oach.

"In the next two years, the agriculture sector is expected to grow at a
hi gher rate of 2.7 per cent per annum The growth of this sector will be derived
fromthe increased output of industrial crops, food production and the
contribution fromnew activities,” Dr Mahathir said when tabling the notion on
the M d-Term Revi ew of the 8MP in the Dewan Rakyat here today.

He said while the country has yet to reverse its position as a net food
importer, it has achieved self-sufficiency in poultry and eggs and near
sufficiency in fisheries.

He said the Governnent has identified fish farm ng or aquacul ture as having
great growth potenti al

"The CGovernment will intensify efforts to develop new infrastructure,

i nprovenent in skills and technol ogies to pronote nodern aquacul ture. This
i nvol ves the breeding of a variety of marketable and hi ghly demanded fish and
crustaceans, " he said.

For this purpose, Dr Mahathir said the Government will accelerate the
i npl enentati on of the National Seedling Programe and Action Plan for Hatchery
Devel opnent .

He said the Governnent will provide support services to encourage
investnments in the tuna industry by establishing four Tuna regi onal Devel opnent
Centres in Johor, Penang, Sabah and Labuan

The Prime Mnister said the Government will also intensify efforts to
devel op the potentials of biomass and bi ot echnol ogy products for donestic and
export markets.

Programmes to devel op speciality natural products such as herbs, spices and
medi ci nal plants on an integrated and commerci al bases will be accel erated, he
sai d.

In addition, the National Botanical Garden project will be devel oped as a
showcase for new investnment opportunities in the agriculture sector, apart from
being a recreational and tourist site.

To boost devel opnents in the agricultue sector, the Prime Mnister said nore
ef fective enabling technologies will be pronoted.

He said anong these will be the extensive use and applications of
| CT-rel ated technol ogi es and adopti on of e-conmerce.

In this regard, the agriculture, Technol ogy-I|ndustry-Government-El ectronic
Revol ution or the Agri TI GeR, ained at enhancing productivity and increasing
conpetitiveness in the agriculture sector, will be extended to nore areas
i ncl udi ng Sabah and Sarawak, said Dr Mahathir.

Under Agri Tl GeR, a cost-effective business-to-business supply chain
managenent application and a portal called Agribazaar will be further devel oped,
where the Agribazaar will function as an exchange gateway for agricultura



comunities and traders to conduct online transactions.

He said apart from sustaining Malaysia's conpetitiveness in palmoi
"vis-a-vis" other oil and fats in the world market, efforts are underway to
devel op the country into a conpetitive food exporter

Mor e technicians, professionals and entrepreneurs will be trained in nodern
agriculture practices and skills, he said.

To achieve this aspiration, Dr Mahathir said the National Agricultural
Training Centre will be entrusted to plan, coordinate and provide training and
skills programes.

- - BERNAMA

DR MAHATH R UNDERLI NES 10 PCLI CY THRUSTS TO ACHI EVE BALANCED GROWH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday underlined 10 policy thrusts in the Md-Term Review of the Eighth
Mal aysia Plan (8MP) in the governnent's continuous efforts to achieve a bal anced
and sustai nable growth for the period 2004-2005 to build Mal aysia into a united,
socially just, resilient and conpetitive nation

Dr Mahathir, who will retire tonorrow after |eading the nation for 22 years,
said that the country has achi eved credi bl e econonmic growth despite being
adversely affected by the volatile gl oble econony during the first three years
of the 8MP

In tabling the nmotion on the M d-Term Review of the 8WP in the Dewan Rakyat,
the Prime Mnister said that the policy focus of the Md-Term Review is:

-- reinforce macroecononi c fundanental s;

-- bol ster economc resilience to better w thstand shocks;

-- retool the econony to enhance its conpetitiveness;

-- reactivate private investnent in particular |ocal sources to assune its
role as the engi ne of grow h;

-- venture into new areas of growh

-- accelerate the transition fromlow technol ogy and | abour intensive
economny to one that is high technol ogy and know edge- based;

-- increase supply of quality human resources to neet the demands of an
econony that is noving to higher value added activities;

-- develop a nore equitable society to ensure everyone benefits from
devel opnent ;

-- pronote an exenpl ary val ue system conpati ble with high achi evenrent by al
comunities; and

-- enhance international cooperation for prosperity.

Dr Mahathir, who is tabling his policy speech in Parliament for the | ast
time, stressed that the policy thrusts of the Third Qutline Perspective Plan and
the 8MP will be continued to address these chall enges.

In addition, the Md-Term Review will build upon the package of New
Strategies introduced in May 2003 to address donestic and external problens.

He said that the first three years of the 8MP have been exceptionally
chal l engi ng for Ml aysia due to unforeseen circunstances. It began with the
sl owdown in the gl obal econonmy caused by the downturn of the US econony and
collapse in world el ectroni cs demand.

This was agrravated by the Sept 11 incident in the USin the same year and
after a short breather in 2002, the events in the first half of this year
particularly the invasion of Irag and the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone
(SARS) out break have again negatively affected econom c recovery.

However, Dr Mahathir said that the Ml aysian econony was able to recover
with growh this year estimated at 4.5 per cent.

During the review period (2001-2003) the econony continued to expand and
regi stered a real gross donestic product (GDP) grow h of 3 per cent even though
the external factors and the |arge share of electrical and el ectroni cs goods,



whi ch accounts for around 70 per cent of manufactured exports still prevails.

"We shoul d take pride that our per capita incone rose by 2.4 per cent per
annum from RML2, 843 in 2001 to RML4, 324 in 2003.

"Measured in ternms of purchasing power parity, the inprovenent in per capita
i ncome woul d be nore inpressive, growing at an average rate of 3.9 per cent per
annuumto USS$9, 380 in 2003," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that growh was achieved in an environment of stable prices
and | ow unenpl opynent while the external trade position of the country was al so
strong as reflected by the sizeable surplus in the current account of the
bal ance of paynents every year

In addition, the fiscal deficit remained within prudent limts despite the
increase in public expenditure as a result of the government's punp-prim ng
efforts.

The Prime Mnister said that the governnment al so managed to reduce the
i nci dence of poverty by providing better housing and basic anenities,
particularly to those in the | owincome group and i nprove the quality of life of
al | Mal aysi ans.

"Al t hough we expect the global economic environment to i nprove during the
remai ning Pl an period, we nust be prepared to neet new challenges that will test
our resilience, productivity, resourceful ness and innovative capabilities,” he
sai d.

He said that external environment, both politically as well as economcally,
will continue to be of key concern

The Prime Mnister said that while it is acknow edged that gl obalisation
could contribute towards increase in trade and capital flows across countries,
its present interpretation will benefit the rich countries nore because the
stress is on free trade and not fair trade.

As such, he said that the stress on conpetitiveness will also benefit their
gi ant corporations.

"We try to change the gl obalisation agenda through the WIO (Wrld Trade
Organi sation) but in the neantime we nust prepare to conpete in an inequitable
environnent. |f Ml aysians want to continue to succeed they have to find a niche
where they can achieve world quality. They have also to inprove their marketing
skills so as to gain a place in the value chain,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the country woul d see increased conpetition from
new players in the gl obal market, including China and India, which are fast
energing as attractive centres for investnent in the production of goods and
services with high technol ogy.

Dr Mahathir, who is Finance Mnister, said that the government will continue
to pursue sound nmacroeconomc policies to ensure strong fundanental s, such as
low inflation rate, adequate savings, healthy balance of paynents, stable
exhange rate and prudent fiscal position

Efforts will also be taken to strengthen econonic resilience and devel opi ng
a nore efficient financial sector and capital narket as well as inproving risk
managenment bns

DO NOT' USE RELI G ON TO DI VI DE PECPLE OF THE SAME FAITH DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister,Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad, t oday advi sed all groups not to use religion to divide the people of the
sane faith.

He said there was no difference anong Muslins in Ml aysia hence the question
of religion need not be disputed and turned into an issue in relations within
the Muslim comunity.

"I'n any society even when the people profess the sane religion, are of the
same race and speak the sanme | anguage there are bound to be differences as this



i s human nature and because of these differences there will be differing
opi nions. "

"However concerning religion, there should be no difference as we are al
fromthe Sunni group and followers of the Imam Syafie,” he told Datuk Mhanmad
Aziz (BN-Sri Gading) during Question Tine in the Dewan Rakyat.

Mohd Azi z had asked Dr Mahathir for his parting advice as Prime Mnister to
the various groups with a viewto ensuring lasting national unity.

Dr Mahathir said different opinions apart fromthat touching on religion
could be debated so as to cone up with constructive ideas.

"Opi ni ons such as that on policies...on ways of hel pi ng Bum puteras, on ways
of dealing with non-Muslins...this we can debate together," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so advi sed the non-Mislimopposition."To the non-Mislim
opposition...renmenber we are living in the same country. Malaysia i s our country
and if we discredit our country, we will only becone the victins."

He said the majority of non-Muslins in Mal aysia were rational and strongly
supported the government's noderation in discharging its responsibility.

Dr Mahathir said because of this noderation there had been no racial riots
in this country apart fromthe one on May 13, 1969.

"Fortunately the Barisan Nasional CGovernnent gives equal attention to
non- Musl i ms and non- Mal ays and this has created harnmony in our country even
t hough there are sone groups which are not happy over this harnony,"” he said.

He said the majority of the citizens of Malaysia did not support these
groups "and will not support themin 2004 either"” (general election?) hence the
country would continue to remain peaceful

Replying to Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong), Dr Mhathir said Ml aysia faced
di fferent chall enges conpared to other countries as its nultiracial popul ation
had differing opinions.

"Whil e we accept freedom of speech...we also know that if racial sentinents
are allowed to take reign the country's stability will be jeopardi sed and raci al
riots will break out,"” the Prinme Mnister said.

"When riots break out, the fundamental and denocratic rights of the people
will be lost,"” he said.

He said controls to prevent racial riots actually shielded denocracy and
basi ¢ human rights.

"Hence when an individual or a small group incites and this leads to riots,
they are actually denying the denocratic and human rights of the majority," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said action taken against the individual or the mnority, which
m ght appear undenocratic, was in fact to protect denocracy.

"Li kewi se we do not allow the comunist party to contest in the election
whi ch is undenocratic, as we know that if they win they will abolish denocracy
and set up a dictatorship.”

"Hence undenocratic action will have to be taken to protect denocracy," he
added.

Dr Mahathir said an understandi ng of denocracy and a tolerant attitude anong
the races woul d preserve national unity and prevent terrorismand terrorist
attacks. -- BERNAMVA

MAHATHI R FI RST ASI AN LEADER TO STAND UP TO THE WEST

MELBOURNE, COct 30 (Bernamm) -- A Ml aysian-born Australian academ c says
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is the first Asian | eader to stand
up and hit back at Western | eaders who had a superiority conpl ex.

Adj unct Professor Vin D Cruz, of the Asian Studies Centre at Ml bourne's
Monash University, told "The Australian"” newspaper's Southeast Asia
correspondent, Kimna Lyall: "There were problens in the (Ml aysi a-Australia)
rel ati onship before him (Dr Mahathir), but it didn't have any punch to it. The



punch has cone since 1981."

Prof D Cruz said Dr Mahathir's basic criticism- that Australia had adopted
the superior attitude of a col onial power |ooking down on its brown nei ghbours -
had nerit.

Dr Mahathir also believed Australia's relationship with Asia centred on
Australia's troubled relationship with its own past.

"The things you hear about Mhathir - he is arrogant, abrasive - that's the
| anguage Eur opeans use to speak about Australians,” Prof D Cruz said, adding
that Australia historically dealt with its inferiority conplex about Britain by
| ooki ng down on Asi a.

"And then Mahathir canme and didn't stick to the nodel of a dignified Asian
| eader...he stood up and hit back and we (Australians) thought, 'My God, the man
thi nks he's superior to us'. No other Asian |eader has cone out and demanded to
stand on an equal footing with Australia.”

Anot her Australian acadenic, Alison Broinowski, told the newspaper that Dr
Mahat hir's comments - especially those criticising Australia's treatnent of
Aborigines and mgrants - "wouldn't play if they weren't partly true."

Br oi nowski, author of "About Face: Asian accounts of Australia", said
Australia-Mlaysia relations had been marred by an "agenda of insult" for
decades.

"Nobody can tell you who delivered the first insult, but everyone knows
about it," she said.

Dr Mahathir, in particular, nastered the art of "endl ess revenge" and had
spent nuch of the past decade revelling in opportunities to get back at
perceived and real Australian injustices from decades before.

The newspaper said over the 22 years Dr Mahathir had been at Ml aysia's
helm all four of Australia's Prine Mnisters (Ml colmFraser, Bob Hawke, Paul
Keati ng and John Howard) had attenpted to repair the relationship, only to
beconme enbroiled in his passionate tirades agai nst perceived Australian
arrogance in the region.

It said Howard had a rare opportunity for repair soon after his election in
1996, greeting Dr Mahathir on his overnight stop in Brisbane on the way to New
Zeal and, in a neeting that was billed as a sign Howard coul d forge friendships
with Asia where Keating had failed.

"Wthin nonths, those hopes were in tatters as Mahathir m | ked Pauline
Hanson's race debate for all it was worth," the newspaper said.

- - BERNAMA

SI NGAPOREANS WLL M SS DR MAHATHI R

SI NGAPORE, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Tonorrow, the man who shaped Mal aysia's
policies towards Singapore for the last two decades retires as Prime Mnister
and will pass on the baton to his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw .

Despite flashes of irritation at Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s acerbic rhetoric,

Si ngapore | eaders do not underestimate his achievenents in shaping Ml aysia into
one of the world' s top 20 trading nations, analysts said.

They have al so expressed optim sm over post-Mhathir Ml aysia and | auded him
for having devel oped "solid foundations" for his successor to build on.

"I think there's a lot of admiration anong Singaporeans for Dr Mahathir's
vision of a nodern, multi-racial Ml aysia and courage in pursuing it and, of
course, his transformation of Ml aysia into one of the nost advanced nations in
South East Asia," political observer Seah Chiang Nee said.

Many people were particularly full of praise for his actions against racial
and religious extremism his daring battle against feudal Sultans, for English
| anguage and "backward" practices of the Ml ays, he told Bernana.

"It's hard for anyone to emulate without running into trouble,” said Seah, a
veteran journalist and now Editor of Littlespeck.com



But Si ngaporeans, he said, also "rightly or wongly see him as having
personal adverse feelings agai nst Singapore” which had spilled into bilatera
relations in recent years.

"People still remenber his reference of "many ways to skin the cat
(Si ngapore), " he said.

He noted that in recent years there had been a sharp deterioration of
bilateral ties, erasing many of the diplomatic gains in earlier years.

"Mbst people | talk to have high hopes that M Badawi, after a period of
consol i dation, offers better chance of better ties," said Seah

"In a year's tinme, Singapore will have a new Prine Mnister. This | eadership
change in both territories actually augurs well if both sides grab the
opportunities offered by history," he added.

He said not only was Ml aysi a changi ng, but Singapore, too. A whole new
generation had grown up here with a fresh m ndset about Ml aysia and ot her
nei ghbours, he added.

Seah said: "The voters, better educated, better inforned, are taking over.
The peopl e have changed, the People's Action Party (PAP) has changed, the
Menbers of Parliament (MPs) have changed and so have its | eaders.”

After covering Malaysia off and on for nore than 35 years, Seah, who is al so
a columist with The Star, said: "My expectation for the future is tenpered but
gradually I believe in the cormmon sense of both societies.”

Si ngapore's Prinme M nister, Goh Chok Tong, told the Bangkok Post recently
that Dr Mahathir "is |eaving behind a good ship with good officers and an engi ne
wor ki ng very well."

As such, his successor, Abdullah, should be able to carry on with the
process "wi thout too much difficulty”, he said, describing Abdullah as a capable
| eader whose abilities had been underestinated by observers.

"Mbst peopl e have underesti mated Abdul | ah Badawi, in ny estimation. | think
that he has much nore than what people think he is capable of,"” he said.

"I see himbeing able to | ead Mal aysi a upwards al ong the devel bns

FORMATI ON OF " MELAYU BARU' SHOULD BE RENEWED, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- In his parting speech as Umo president to
party | eaders and nenbers, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said the formation of
"Mel ayu Baru" or New Mal ays should be renewed so that the race could be at par
with other conmunities in the world.

He said the Mal ays should change their attitude to be nore bold, nore
willing to face challenges and have greater credibility.

"There is still so much nore to be done by the Malays in ternms of attitude
change before they can becone an advanced race,"” he said at a breaking of the
fast with the Umo president and deputy president at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre (PWC), here today.

He said the Mal ays could be successful if they changed their values in life
to suit the val ues needed to become a progressive race.

Every Umo nmenber and | eader nmust be deternmined to ensure that the party
achi eved success, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the formation of Melayu Baru currently was better because
they were nore confident of thenselves and al so nore successful

However, nore successes could be achieved if the formation of the Ml ayu
Baru currently were further revised, he said.

They nmust elimnate the tendency to quarrel, to indulge in power struggle,
to practise nmoney politics for position, as well as jeal ousy.

"If we continue to adopt these practices it is inpossible for the Malays to
succeed.

"I call on Umo nenbers to forget self-interest, place party interest above



i ndividual interest as it is the party that determ nes the success of the
nation," he said.

"Love Ummo....devel op Umo," Dr Mahat hir said.

He said that they should not destroy the party nerely to pronote
self-interest or that of a particular person

He said only the party could formthe governnent in Ml aysia and not
i ndi vi dual s.

As such, he said party nmenbers and | eaders must ensure that it was the party
t hat succeeded and not i ndividuals.

VWi | e appreciating the accol ades showered upon himby Umo | eaders and
menbers for his contribution to the party and nation, he said seeing the party
menbers working together to bring the party to greater heights and rejecting
di sputes woul d be a nore neani ngful appreciation for him

"I will appreciate this nore than words (of praises),” he said.

Dr Mahathir said besides being diligent, determ ned and disciplined, the
Mal ays shoul d al so feel ashaned if they neglected the party.

"Only the race that knows the feeling of shame will be successful,” he said.

He said there were races that were prepared to conmt suicide because of
shame but Umo did not want its nmenbers to conmit suicide but to correct their
attitude and values in life.

"The success or failure of a race is not based on skin colour but their
culture and values in life," he said.

Dr Mahathir thanked all Umo nmenbers who had supported hi mwhen he was party
president and Prinme M nister

"I urge nmenbers to give the sane support to Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi
after this," he said.

Dr Mahathir will step down as Prine Mnister and Umo president at 3pm
t onor r ow.

Dr Mahathir and Abdul l ah |l ater joined thousands of Umo | eaders and nenbers
in performing the magrib, isyak and teraw h prayers at PWC.

- - BERNAMA

CHRI STI AN FEDERATI ON OF MALAYSI A PAYS TRI BUTE TO DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- The Christian Federation of Ml aysia today
t hanked Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for his personal interest in matters of
concern to the Christians.

In a press rel ease issued on the eve of the Prine Mnister's retirenent,
Federati on Chairman Rev. Datuk Dr Prince Gunaretnam and Secretary Rev. Dr Hernen
Shastri said that in the pursuit of progress, Dr Mahathir did not overl ook
spiritual and noral val ues.

"He has al ways been sensitive to the religious aspirations of the various
religious comunities and al ways worked for respect, understandi ng and peacefu
co-exi stence anong the people," they said.

They paid tribute to his transformati on of Ml aysia "into an econom cally
prosperous country built on the principles of the participation and contribution
of all Malaysians to social well-being."

The Christian Federation of Malaysia sent its prayers and best wi shes as Dr
Mahat hir stepped down. -- BERNANVA

UUM CAMPUS COVMUNI TY SAD TO SEE DR MAHATHI R RETI RE

SINTOK, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- The campus conmunity of Universiti Utara
Mal aysia (UUM, though sad to see Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir step down as prine
mnister tomorrow, are grateful to himfor his contribution to the university,
its vice-chancellor, Prof Datuk Dr Ahmad Fawzi Mohaned Basri, said today.

"His contributions to the country and UUM are very neani ngful because



wi t hout Dr Mahathir, Sintok, which was fornerly a conmuni st haunt, would not
have beconme the centre of know edge whi ch has produced 33,725 graduates,” he
sai d.

The university was very proud to be chosen by the Education Mnistry to set
up the Institute on Dr Mahathir's Thoughts, he said at the closing of the
Reserve Oficers Training Unit's (Rotu) annual training canp in Sinmpang Wang
Perah, Jitra, near here.

He said that to commenorate Dr Mahathir's contribution in establishing the
UUM the university would confer an honorary doctorate on himat its
conmenor ati ve convocation in conjunction with its 20th anni versary cel ebration
next year.

"Al t hough the people need Dr Mahathir's | eadership, at the sane tinme, we
must respect his decision (to retire)," he said.

Meanwhi | e, several parties in Langkawi expressed the hope that Dr Mahathirt
woul d continue to give attention to devel opi ng Langkaw .

Chai rman of the Langkawi Taxi and Hired Car Oaners Associ ation Yusof
Abdul | ah believed that Dr Mahathir could play a role after his retirement to
enhance Langkawi's inage as a renowned island resort.

He said the taxi drivers and owners woul d renenber Dr Mahathir for bringing
devel opnent to Langkawi and hel ping themincrease their incomne.

Kedah Mal ay Busi nessnen and Petty Traders Langkawi branch chairman Ghazal i
Mohamed Noor said Dr Mahathir had done a lot to put Langkawi on the world map
and hoped that his successor, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, woul d conti nue
to give attention to the island.

- - BERNAMA

KELANTAN STATE ASSEMBLY RECCRDS APPRECI ATI ON FOR DR MAHATHI R

KOTA BAHARU, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- The Kelantan State Assenbly sitting has
unani nously passed an energency notion to record its appreciation for and thank
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad who will retire tonorrow

The notion to take note of the deeds and contribution of Dr Mahathir towards
Kel ant an' s devel opnent throughout his 22-year tenure as Prinme M nister was
tabl ed at the conclusion of the Kelantan State Assenbly sitting which ended
today and received the support of all 42 of the 43 menbers of the State
Assenbl y.

Mohamed Saufi Deraman (BN Gal as) was not present at the sitting today.

The notion, tabled wi thout prior notice given, was proposed by Kel antan
Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat and seconded by his deputy, Datuk
Abdul Hal i m Abdul Rahman, and had the agreenment of Assenbly Speaker Wan Abdul
Rahi m Wan Abdul | ah. It was debated for 25 mnutes by two Assenbl ynen nanely
Nor zul a Mat Di ah (BN Pal oh) and Zzul ki fli Mamat (PAS-Pul ai Chondong).

During the debate, Norzula, who was the sole BN representative at the
sitting today, appreciated the open stand of the Kel antan governnent in tabling
the motion and its willingnees to openly record its thanks and appreciation to
Dr Mahathir despite the differences in their political ideologies.

He hoped the open stand could continue in future to enable such cooperative
spirit to be maintained for the benefit of the people.

Zul ki fli said PAS acknow edged that Dr Mahat hir had made significant
contribution to Kel antan al though the state was under the PAS rule, such as
approving a federal government assistance of RVMBOO million to the state
government to overcone the problemof water supply faced by the people in the
state.

"PAS is not a party that is ungrateful. W are a party that can be
approached for discussion and consultation,” he said referring to the support of
al | PAS Assenbl ynmen for the notion.

In his w nding-up speech, Abdul Halim said everyone should give their



appreciation to Dr Mahat hir because the | eader who had nmade much contri buti on,
was "Prine Mnister to all the people in the country regardl ess of party, race
and religion".

On Tuesday, Nik Aziz, in his speech when tabling Kel antan's 2004 Budget,
al so recorded his thanks to Dr Mahathir who had helped a lot in resolving the
probl enms of the people and in inplenmenting devel opment projects in the state. --
BERNANA

--- Bernama
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