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DR M WLL NOT RETRACT H'S REMARKS ON JEWS, SAYS DR RAI S

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 21 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad will not retract his remarks on the role of Jews despite the
criticismby US President George W Bush, Mnister in the Prine Mnister's
Departnment Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim said today.

"What Dr Mahathir said (about the Jews) is the truth. | don't think he
will withdraw his remarks,” he told reporters at Parlianent | obby.

He was asked to comment on Bush's criticismon Dr Mahathir's speech
about the Jews at the opening of the 10th Organisation of the Islamc
Conference (O C) Summt in Putrajaya |ast week.

Dr Mahathir had said the Jews ruled the world by proxy and they asked
others to fight and die for them

Foreign wire agencies reported US Security Advi ser Condol eezza Rice as
telling reporters at the Asia-Pacific Econonm c Cooperation (Apec) Forumin
Bangkok yesterday that Bush criticised the remarks, saying it could arouse
hatred and nust be condemmed.

On reports that Bush pulled Dr Mahathir aside and told himthat his
controversial remarks about the Jews were "wong and divisive", Dr Rais
said Bush's action was rude and di srespectful and did not reflect his
credibility as a president.

"I consider Bush's action rude as though he wants to determ ne what and
how a person shoul d speak and say sonething," he added.

Bot h Bush and Dr Mahathir are attending the APEC forum

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said all the mnisters
fully supported Dr Mahathir's renmarks because what he had stated was the
reality which nobody was brave to voice it all this while.

He said Dr Mahathir's speech was rational and bal anced and was ai ned at
avoi di ng any conflicts.

"What needs to be understood is that Dr Mahathir's remarks do not nean
there are probl ens between Muslins and Jews but about the rights of the
Pal esti ni ans that have been taken away by the Israelis,” he said.

Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said it
was the right of a country's leader to air his views on certain issues.

"No power can say Mal aysia cannot voice out on what it feels to be
right," he said.

Mal aysi ans must stand firmy behind Dr Mahathir to defend the voice of
t he Mal aysi an | eader agai nst injustices, said Ong, who is also MCA
Presi dent .
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