08 AUG 2003

DR MAHATH R RUSHES BACK TO WELCOME ENGLI SH CHANNEL HERO MALI K

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 8 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who has been notivating Ml aysi ans to becone hi gh achi evers,
rushed back to the national capital this afternoon so that he would be on
time to wel come hone the country's marathon swi mer, Abdul Malik Mdin.

Mal i k, 28, did Malaysia proud with his | ast weekend' s successful
attenpt to swimcross the nost chall enging channel in the world -- the
Engl i sh Channel .

He recorded 17 hours 35 minutes, covering a distance of 58 kil onetres
or equivalent to a swimaccross the channel, and back.

After taking several questions at a brief nedia conference at the end
of his one-day visit to Sabah, Dr Mahathir told themthat he had to rush
back to wel conre Mli k.

"Thank you, | have to rush because Malik is arriving and I want to go
and see him" he said.
- - BERNAMA
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