20 JUN 2003
Mahat hir-Cri nes
DR MAHATHI R LAMENTS BREAKDOWN | N MORAL VALUES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
today that the increase in crinme rate not only in Mlaysia but also
wor | dwi de may be due to a breakdown in noral val ues.

The prime mnister said parents nowadays were not able to control their
children or teach them good val ues, and this contributed to their
of fspring's involvenment in crimnal offences.

Speaki ng at a nedia conference at the end of the second day of the 54th
Umo general assenbly here, the party president said that the probl em was
conmpounded by the easy access to pornographic material and viol ent novies.

"Even books written by fanobus authors nust have sonme description of sex
and violence. | think they are bankrupt of ideas," he said in response to a
guestion on the matter.

He said novels used to be educational and enjoyabl e but nowadays, it
seened that they could not run away from depictions of sex and viol ent
actions.

He said mllions of smut videos were distributed worl dw de and coul d
even be downl oaded fromthe Internet.

Dr Mahathir al so nmentioned the violent "Termi nator" novies in which
killing people was normal

He said the rise in crine rate and other related nmatters night be dealt
wi th during the debate on religion tonorrow

Dr Mahathir was al so asked how Umo woul d tackl e the m suse of Islam by
political parties in the next general election.

"We nust clear the confusion caused by PAS through its canpaign,” he
said, citing the exanple that PAS | eaders were even prepared to say that
God used obscenities and was a gangster.

He al so said that Turkish Prime Mnister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, during
his visit to Mal aysia | ast week, had told himthat Erdogan's party did not
use the word Islamfor fear that Islamwuld be blanmed if they party nmade a
m st ake.
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