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Taj di d- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R S | SLAM BASED REFORMB ON PAR W TH WEST ASI AN ULANA

ALOR STAR, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- A lack of specialisation in Islamc
studi es has not stopped Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad from bei ng as
effective as other ulama in practising a know edge cul ture based on
"tajdid" (reform, a lecturer said today.

Associate Prof Dr Rahimn Affandi Abdul Rahman fromthe Islam c Studies
Acadeny of Universiti Malaya said Dr Mahathir's thinking was on par with
I slam ¢ scholars from Wst Asia as he was very know edgeabl e in various
fields, including religion.

"However, Dr Mahathir is hunble by referring specialised religious
matters to the ul ama and not challenging their authority on Islamc
val ues," he said in a working paper at a semnar titled "Dr Mahathir: The
21st Century Thinker" here.

Dr Rahimn Affandi categorised Dr Mahathir anong | ocal scholars |ike
Za' ba, Abdul Rahi m Kajai and Prof Ahmad | brahi mwho, despite |acking
qualifications in Islamc studies, had maintained the true characteristics
of Islam

"Dr Mahathir has several characteristics of the true Muslim
intellectual,” he said in his paper entitled "The Tajdid Concept and Dr
Mahat hir's |slam ¢ Thinki ng: An Anal ysis".

Dr Rahimin Affandi said the Prine Mnister's ideas on reformwere based
on his deep understanding of Al -Quran and Islanmic traditions and had not
been taken from other religions.

Dr Mahathir, he said, had been painted negatively, as "Mhazalint, by
his detractors and in a positive light as a thinker and the saviour of the
Mal ays and Musli rs.

"I'n whatever situation, the latter opinion has been given nore support
and has received official recognition fromnodern Islanmc scholars,” he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e, Prof Zakaria Stapa from Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia said
Dr Mahathir's know edge and educati on made hi mthe foundation of the
ummah' s strength.

He said Dr Mahathir often opined that Mislinms needed to be involved in
various branches of know edge instead of concentrating solely on religion.
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