21 JUN 2003
Hadi - Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R SUCCEEDS | N BRI NG NG CHANGES, SAYS HAD

KUALA TERENGGANU, June 22 (Bernamm) -- PAS acting president Datuk Seri
Abdul Hadi Awang today acknow edged that Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has
succeeded in bringing changes to the country and the Mal ay race, especially
inthe field of econony.

He said although he had frequently criticised what the Prinme Mnister
had done, it could not be denied that Dr Mahathir had carried out severa
reforns that had not been done by previous |eaders.

"I feel that although I criticise him | don't agree with some matters
(Dr Mahat hir had done), there are several reforns that Dr Mahathir had
carried out, in admnistration, that were not done by previous Umo
| eaders.

"Among themare his (Dr Mahathir's) efforts to give a place for the
Mal ays in econony, this | don't deny," he said when net by reporters at his
office, here.

Hadi, who is also Terengganu Menteri Besar said the neasures taken to
hel p the Malays in the econony were appropriate to ensure their success as
they were lacking in that field conpared to the other races.

Hadi said he also agreed with the nmeasures taken by Dr Mahathir in
handl i ng the econonmic crisis faced by the country before by rejecting aid
fromthe International Mnetary Fund (1 M).

He said this had indirectly rejected interference by the financi al
organi sati on which was controlled by foreign powers in the country's
financial system

However, Hadi felt that Dr Mahathir was actually still dissatisfied
with the achi evenent as there were still some natters that had not been
resol ved.

VWen asked if Dr Mahathir needed to postpone his retirenent to resolve
these matters, Hadi said Dr Mahathir had nade a decision to retire and this
could no | onger be questioned, but Dr Mahathir nmust make a daring change

"He had nade a decision to retire, we can't say anything on this, but
he shoul d nake a daring change before retiring, create history before he
steps down, that is by giving nourishnent to denocracy," he said.

Hadi said PAS would continue to support those reforns in efforts to
assi st the Malays, and Dr Mahathir's successor must make several changes.

He sai d assistance should not only be confined to the Ml ays but al so
extended to the other comunities who were still weak econonically.

Those who were successful economically rmust al so cooperate to assi st
the other races |like the Malays instead of oppressing themfor
self-interest, he said.

Asked whet her the power transition in Umo woul d be advantageous to
PAS, Hadi said: "W would prefer that our success is achieved through our
own strength and not nerely exploiting on the problens faced by Umo," he
added.
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