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DR MAHATH R WANTS M SI ANS TO | NVEST I N NAM BI A

By: M khail Raj Abdull ah

EZULW NI (Swazil and), Aug 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has call ed on Mal aysi an corporates to invest in Nam bia
now that they are in a better position to undertake reverse investnents
havi ng recovered fromthe 1997/98 financial crisis.

"We had a |l ot of plans before the currency crisis to work in Nam bia
but because of the crisis, we were not able to carry out those plans,"” he
sai d.

"But the situation is better now (and) they would like us to go back
there," he told reporters after bilateral talks with Nam bian President Dr
Sam Nuj oma on the sidelines of the on-going G obal 2003 Smart Partnership
I nternational D al ogue here Thursday.

Ezulwini is situated a few kil onetres outside the capital city of
Mbabane.

Dr Mahathir said that anobng the areas which were potentially lucrative
i ncl uded the construction sector, farmng, fishing, mning of precious
stones, copper mning, as well as oil and gas exploration

He said that there were al so busi ness opportunities for textile firns
in view of the success chal ked up by Ramatex Bhd, which by the year end,
woul d enpl oy close to 10,000 people conpared with its hunble beginnings in
1998.

Ramatex Bhd is the |argest Ml aysian investor in Nam bia.

Dr Mahathir al so gave Dr Nuj oma an assurance that Ml aysia would send a
del egation to Nami bia to undertake specific studies into potential areas
that coul d enhance bilateral ties including trade and investnment
opportunities.

Asked on the outcone of the first day of deliberations at the dial ogue
particularly pertaining to international security and superpowers resorting
to unilateralismas evidenced by the US invading lIraq despite internationa
condemati on, he said:

"What is obvious is that each country fear that they may becone the
target and as such they want to have a common stand to overcone the United
Nati ons' weaknesses."

"W want to restrengthen the United Nations,” Dr Mahathir said.

M ni ster of Rural Devel opnent, Datuk Azmi Khalid, who al so attended the
di al ogue and the bilateral tal ks between Ml aysi a and Nam bi a, expl ai ned
that the African countries were not happy with what had transpired (in
Iraq) after the US war on Iraq.

They thensel ves knew that the reasons given to attack Irag were weak
and not backed-up by strong facts, he said.

Azm said that the dial ogue hosted by Swazil and has now transformnmed
fromjust discussions on econonic and busi ness pack to focusing on
political pack so that there would be political strength and a nore united
African countries who could speak in one voice to protest against the
unjust of two or three superpowers controlling the world.

Today, the African countries have decided that each country shoul d have
its own donestic strength, Azm said

"Only then will there be a pact anong them where they will becone
stronger and can speak out nore distinctly against any inappropriate
actions," he said.

However, the African countries thenselves are finding difficulties in
bei ng united, and as such they could not reach into any agreenent.



"But today, smart international dialogue is nmoving towards this,” Azm
sai d.

The African countries are also aware that foreign countries’
mani pul ation could bring about disunity anong them

But the majority of those attending today's event had a common stand
nanely to be united and the need to have donestic strength.

Foreign powers are aware that Africa is rich with natural resources and
that if they are disunited, the African countries would continue to be
exploited and this would be unfair for their citizens.

The m nister said that the dialogue in Swaziland has reached a nore
heated | evel nanely a nore obvious political awareness.

Azm said that Dr Mahathir gave an assurance to Dr Nujona that Ml aysia
woul d provide training to Nam bians as well as transfer of technology to
African countries including Nam bia. -- BERNAVA
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