03 OCT 2003
LI MA- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R SATI SFI ED W TH LI MA 2003

LANGKAW , Cct 3 (Bernama) - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad, the architect of the Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace
(LI'MA) exhibition, today expressed satisfaction with the running of the
seventh edition of the biggest maritine and aerospace show in the region.

"I think it has gone on very well, although the nunber of conpanies
participating may be a bit less (at this LIMA) but the quality of the
participants is very high," he said.

He said the exhibitors at this edition of LIMA were "serious
exhi bitors” and the exhibition this tine around saw nore than 100 aircraft
wi th some spectacul ar di spl ays.

"There were also a |ot of business done both in the maritine show as
wel | as here (aerospace) and | amvery satisfied," he told a press
conference here.

The six-day LIMA 2003 is divided into two segnents and the exhibition
for trade visitors ended today. The next two days of the show is dedicated
to the public.

The Prime Mnister also hoped that the next LIMA would be better than
previous editions of the maritime and aerospace show.

On the conmtnent of conpanies to continue their support for future

LI MA exhi bitions, he said: "I hope they (LIMA exhibitions) will be bigger
than this, if there are no problens, |ike the SARS or any other problens."
Asked if he would attend the next LIMA he said: "I don't know "

As to whether he would assist in attracting foreign conpanies to attend
LI MA 2005, the Prime Mnister said he would give talks if asked. "But if
(you) ask ne to contribute noney, (l) can't pronote it."

VWhen asked on his feelings since this would be the |last LIMA before his
resignation fromall governnment positions at the end of the nonth, Dr
Mahathir said in jest: "Well, | amgoing to have a good rest... you want ne
to cry?."

Asked on mlitary cooperation between Russia and Ml aysia, he said
cooperati on between the two countries was good and growing all the tine.

"Certainly we are al so keen to cooperate in non-mlitary fields and
also in the field of civilian aircraft.

"We give priority to our national interest, so we are prepared to
cooperate with anyone as long as they transfer their technology to us," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Earlier, the Prinme Mnister |[aunched LI MA 2005 which would be held from
Dec 6 to 11, 2005.

He al so witnessed the exhibitors signing cerenmony by representatives
from conpani es whi ch included Eurocopter Ml aysia, PJS Industries Sdn Bhd,
Sukhoi and Composite Technol ogy Research Mal aysia. Al these conpani es have
given their undertaking to participate in LIMA 2005.
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