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Mahat hi r - PNG
DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N PNG FOR TWDO- DAY VISIT

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

PORT MORESBY, Cct 24 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
arrived here Friday for a two-day visit that is set to open new avenues of
cooperati on between the two countries.

The prime mnister, acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali, was received by his Papua New Gui nea counterpart, Sir M chael
Somare and Lady Veronica, at the Jackson's International Airport, about 8km
from here.

A 19-gun salute greeted the prine mnister, who arrived after a
productive three-day official visit to Dili as the first head of government
to visit Tinor Leste since its independence in May |ast year.

Dr Mahathir inspected a guard-of-honour nmounted by the Royal PNG
Const abul ary and PNG Defence Force at the official welcomng cerenmony. This
is Dr Mahathir's third visit to PNG after being here in 1982 and 1984.

The official delegation conprised Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar, Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, Primary Industries
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik, International Trade and Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak, Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali and Deputy Home
M ni ster Datuk Zainal Abidin Zn.

They arrived earlier in a chartered flight government officials and a
40- nenber busi ness del egati on which had acconpanied the prinme mnister to
Ti nor Leste.

Dr Mahathir's progranmme today includes a one-on-one neeting with Sir
M chael at the PNG Prime Mnister's office where they will exchange views
on issues of mutual interest. This will be followed by a del egation
nmeeti ng.

The prime minister will also call on PNG Governor-Ceneral Sir Silas
At opare at the CGovernnent House before attending an official dinner hosted
by Sir Mchael a hotel here tonight.

Tormorrow, Dr Mahathir will neet the Mal aysian conmunity here before
addr essi ng the Ml aysi a- PNG Busi ness Di al ogue.

He | eaves for hone in the afternoon.

PNG, which celebrated its independence on Sept 16, 1975, has a
popul ati on of about 5.1 mllion.

Its main economc activities are agriculture, mning, fishing,
forestry, manufacturing and construction.

Dr Mahathir's visit was given promnence in PNGs two daily English
| anguage newspapers -- the National Newspaper and the Post-Courier -- wth
the latter publishing part of the prine mnister's opening address at the
10th Organisation of the Islamc Conference (OC) Sunmit in Putrajaya |ast
Thur sday.

The National published a 24-page special report to mark Dr Mahathir's
visit to PNG |ocated just south of the Equator and 160kmto the north of
Australia.

In a statenent to wel cone Dr Mahathir, Sir M chael said his government
woul d support further practical investnments from Mal aysian enterprises to
conpl ement the growt h and devel opnent of trade and commercial relations
bet ween the two countries.

He said Mal aysi an investnments in Papua New Gui nea was expandi ng and
continuing to provide enploynent for many Papua New (Ui neans.

"Ml aysi a has been the | eading investor in Papua New Gui nea over the



past decade with a total of 246 approved Mal aysi an enterprises conducting
busi ness between 1999 and 2003," he was quoted as saying by the National.
The two countries established diplomatic ties in 1976.
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