31 OCT 2003
Mahat hir- Grati t ude
DR MAHATHI R BI DS FAREWELL, THANKS NATI ON AND PECPLE

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 31 (Bernama) -- On his final day as the fourth Prine
M ni ster of Malaysia, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad today delivered a
heartfelt nessage of gratitude to Malaysians fromall walks of life for
supporting himduring the good and bad tinmes throughout his 22 years at the
hel m of the nation.

Speaking at his final nedia conference here before bowi ng out, Dr
Mahat hir said he managed to weat her sone challenging times during his
stewardship of the country due to the support of the rakyat.

Dr Mahathir said that it gave himgreat satisfaction to receive all the
thank you notes and letters of appreciation for his contributions to the
country.

"Such gestures of appreciation and gratitude make nme feel a sense of
sati sfaction and all these extended to me in return are greater than any
other,"” he said at the half-hour nmedia conference. Dr Mahathir was
acconpani ed by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhanmed Ali.

Asked about his feelings barely hours from handing over the nantle to
his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Dr Mahathir said he felt
relief that the "burden" of |eading the country was about to be renoved
from hi s shoul der.

Dr Mahat hir was conposed throughout the session although at tines he
appeared to be trying to keep his enotions under control, pronpting gl ances
fromDr Siti Hasmah who was sitting beside him

Asked about her feelings on her husband's retirenment, the Ml aysian
First Lady said that she too felt relieved and in jest, thanked the rakyat
for "returning" her husband to her.

Admitting that he felt a tinge of sadness, Dr Mahathir said the fact
was that he had been the Prime mnister for too long and it woul d be good
to have a change in the country.

The session was dom nated by questions which were personal in nature
rather than the usual political and economic matters.

Queried on how he seened to keep his feelings in check in the face of
difficult situations, Dr Mahathir said: "OF course | |ook calmbut ny brain
i s spinning because I think all the tine."

Touching on his imedi ate plans after retirenent, the 78-year-old
Kedahan said that he would | eave for a vacation abroad tonorrow.

"I"lIl take things as they cone. And | nmay be witing ny experiences
with the hope that they could be useful to others,” he said.

Asked whet her he saw hinself continuing to be vocal, Dr Mhathir said:

"It depends on the occasion. | must adnmit that | receive many invitations
to speak and as the occasion arises, | will give nmy frank opini on about
t hi ngs. "

Dr Mahathir also said that he was happy that Ml aysia was now better
known internationally and even t hough people do not agree with its voice,
they would not ignore it either.

Asked where he would celebrate Hari Raya this year, he said that it was
yet to be deci ded.

"This is the first time after 22 years that | will be celebrating
wi t hout having to work on that day,"” he quipped.

After the nedia conference, Dr Mhathir was nobbed by journalists
seeki ng his autograph and wanting to take pictures with him

The sane thing happened after Friday prayers at the nearby Masjid Putra



where the congregation did not mss the opportunity to shake hands with Dr
Mahat hir .
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