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PUTRAJAYA, July 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad toni ght
told Mal aysians to be thankful for living in a country blessed with so nmuch
natural beauty but rem nded that nature conservation nust be bal anced with
t he devel opnental needs of the country.

He sai d people should not harbour fanatical stands over nature but
shoul d i nstead be noderate in their views vis-a-vis the safeguardi ng of the
nati onal heritage.

Dr Mahathir said being Prime Mnister of the country, he needed to give
equal attention to other interests apart from nature preservation, such as
providing people with land to build houses on and for cultivation to
sustain a living.

"We nmust conserve nature, our forests, seas, hills and nountains and
all the beautiful places that we have. But we nust be prepared to nake
sacrifices,” he said when | aunching the Ml aysian Nature Society's (MS)

M Il enni um Fund here.

The fund was created in 1999 to provide the financial nmeans to MNS to
undertake nore grassroot and awareness projects as well as carry out
conservation and education work.

Dr Mahathir, who is also patron of the MIIennium Fund, provided an
anusi ng exanple on the need to be practical in the approach towards
preservi ng nature.

He said that by disallowing the killing of tigers, its nunbers had
i ncreased as a result but by nature, the beasts would attack or eat hunans
just like what had been reported in the East Coast.

"It is difficult to tell a man who is a victimthat “you should be
proud for preserving the tiger'. So we need to have a sense of bal ance,” he
sai d.

In addition, Dr Mahathir said those involved in the tinmber industry
could be quite unscrupulous in that they would fell trees nore than what
was al | owed.

Concedi ng that the governnent could not supervise such activities al
the tine, the Prime Mnister neverthel ess said that Ml aysia was still a
green country.

He said Malaysians living in cities also took heed of calls for themto
grow plants and trees in their backyard so nuch so that visitors to the
country would remark how green a big city |ike Kuala Lunmpur was.

This, he said, showed that the governnent was successful in undertaking
t he greening of the country.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Mahat hir appeal ed to donors to contribute generously to
the fund for the sake of the future generation

"We still have tine to help preserve our heritage, our forests,
animals, flowers. Let's conserve all that we have inherited fromthe past
so that the future generations can continue to enjoy what we have enjoyed,"”
he added.

Al so present was the Prine Mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohanmed Al
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