09 AUG 2003
Mahat hi r - Di sput es
DR MAHATHI R CALLS FOR PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DI SPUTES

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad today called on the world to make sone effort to return to sanity,
and to the peaceful settlement of disputes between nations and religions.

Dr Mahathir said that in recent tinmes, the world had w tnessed sone of
the worst international violence in the history of manki nd such as the Sept
11 2001 attacks resulting in the deaths of a few thousand i nnocent people
and the retaliation which was no | ess brutal, killing unnurmerabl e i nnocent
peopl e, unconnected with Sept 11

The Prime Mnister said that war as an instrunent of national policy
still existed and unless the powerful reject war as an instrunent of
nati onal policy, peace would be inpossible.

"But is peace for the world, for the countries and the peoples of the
worl d possible? O course it is. Peace has to be fought for, not on the
battlefields but in the conference roons. There is no such thing as a war
to end all wars, a war for permanent peace,” he said in his keynote address
when openi ng the inaugural Wrld Peace Conference here.

Dr Mahathir said that the whole world rmust fully believe in peace
before the world could stop wasting noney on defence.

"It would be a sad commentary on our 21st century civilisation if we
accept that peace is inpossible, that the world nust always live in fear of
war, nust always armto the teeth at tremendous cost and still be in fear,"
he said.

According to the Prime Mnister, the powerful were not interested in
peace and only the weak were interested and as such the weak must together
initiate and pronote peace.

However, he said that fortunately there were many fromthe powerful
countries who believe in peace and everyone shoul d wel cone their
cooperation to pronote peace.

The Prime Mnister also said that sonme people woul d question why
Mal aysi a should take this initiative to pronote world peace.

"Ml aysi a had known wars, conventional and guerilla. But Mal aysia had
striven to settle conflicts within it and between it and other countries in
a peaceful way, through negotiations rather than confrontations and wars.
And Mal aysi a has | argely succeeded,” he said.

As such, Dr Mahat hir suggested that the world should have a | ook into
how Mal aysi a achi eved these things and the people live in harnony and
peaceful coexistence despite being a multiracial and multireligious
country.

"I do not suggest our way is the best for everyone, but | do suggest
that we are a rel evant exanple of how the differences between people can be
settled without violence," he said.

There is sone tension, sonme di sagreenent but by and | arge Ml aysi ans of
every race and strata get along quite well with each other. No one seeks to
assim | ate anyone el se. But we do seek to integrate and we have done this
quite well, he said.

Touching on history, he recalled the violence of Christendomas it
expanded, saying that the Jews were subjected to periodical pogrons because
t hey were supposed to slaughter Christian children in order to use their
bl ood for religious cerenonies.

Dr Mahathir said that the Christians were also very intolerant of their
own heretics.



"The Spanish Inquisition saw the fake trials and burnings at the stakes
of the Christian heretics. And when Christians di scovered new | and, they
forced the conversion of the natives on pain of death. They clainmed that it
was their Mnifest Destiny to bring Christianity and civilisation to the
natives, failing which they should exterm nate the heathens," he said.

"But we all know that there was nothing Christian in all these things
that they had done. Christianity was a conveni ent excuse for doi ng
unChristian things."

The Prime Mnister said that simlarly many Mislinms invoke |slam when
they commit unlslamc things.

"The Al-Quran is very clear. Miuslins can only fight in self-defence.
And when the eneny sues for peace, Mislins must respond positively," he
sai d.

As such, Dr Mahathir said that it was therefore right for a peaceful
Muslim country to canpaign for peace and to create a Wrld Peace Award.

"W have nmade our first award to the nost deserving person in our
times. President Jacques Chirac of France, the first recipient, has courted
unpopul arity in his rejection of war as an instrunent of policy. He is the
only First Wrld | eader who remained in close contact with the condemed
| eaders of the Third Wrld and tried to reason with them"™ he said.

He al so said that in today's war, everyone was on the frontline where
t he ordi nary non-conbatants were as much the targets as were the sol diers.

"Their death is not even honoured. They are called collaterals,” he
sai d.

Speaki ng on nucl ear weapons, Dr Mhathir said that a nucl ear war could
really conpletely destroy the world, but the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty which was crafted for all countries to subscribe was not signed by
t he powerful countries capable of producing nucl ear weapons.

However, Dr Mahathir pointed out that elimnating nuclear weapons woul d
not end wars, for conventional weapons were as nuch weapons of mass
destruction as were nucl ear weapons.

"The strange thing is that as soon as a new weapon is invented, a
defence against it would follow Then there would be a weapon which can
overconme the defence. And then a new defence systemwould be invented to
counter the weapons which can penetrate the defence,” he said.

According to the Prime Mnister, in order to recover sone of the cost
of devel opi ng expensive weapons, the rich countries hawk their weapons al
over the world and poor countries were advised by high pressure arns
sal esmen to buy and equip their armed forces with these weapons.

"Weapons may represent an investment for the security of a nation but
ot herwi se they have no return on investnment. If there is no research into
newer weapons and everyone is equi pped with ol d-fashioned rifles, the
wi nners would still win and the |osers would still |ose,” he said.

He al so stressed that only when wealth was fairly and evenly
distributed in the globalised world conmunity, the world will be free from
the tensions, the bitterness and the anger which nmake the deprived resort
to violence and terrorism thus breaking the peace.

Dr Mahathir said that for the countries and the peoples of the world
val ui ng peace nmust be cultivated deliberately, nust be nade a part of the
nati onal cultures beginning in the schools and throughout life.

"We need a culture of peace particularly anong those who are arm ng
t hensel ves to the teeth, who constantly devel op arns and who sell themto
confronting pairs of countries,” he said.
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