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DR MAHATHI R CHAI RS H S LAST CABI NET MEETI NG

PUTRAJAYA, COct 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
chaired the 883rd weekly Cabinet neeting, his |ast before stepping down as
the fourth Prine Mnister on Friday.

Dr Mahathir chaired his first Cabinet nmeeting on July 22 1981 foll owi ng
his appointnment as Prime Mnister on July 16.

Prior to the neeting at 9.45 amat the Prime Mnister's Office here, Dr
Mahat hir posed for a group photograph with the Cabinet mnisters at the
| obby.

Present was his successor, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who is
scheduled to be sworn in as the fifth Prime Mnister of Malaysia at the
| stana Negara on Friday afternoon.

Dr Mahathir al so posed for a photograph with officers and staff of the
Cabi net, Constitution and Inter-Governnent Relations Division at the Prine
M nister's Department. They later presented himwith a framed fabric with
the figure '883" woven onto it.

Several mnisters nmet earlier expressed their highest appreciation for
Dr Mahathir's contributions to the nation and their confidence in
Abdul l ah's ability to pursue the struggles for Malaysia to attain greater
achi evenent s.

Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin
said that Dr Mahathir had charted clearly the future of the nation through
hi s vision.

Congratul ati ng Abdul I ah, Mihyiddin said: "W are confident of his
ability in carrying out the responsibility entrusted upon himto pursue the
struggles for Ml aysia's better and brighter future.”

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak expressed his appreciation
for Dr Mahathir's |eadership, firmess and bol dness i n maki ng deci si ons
whi ch had not only been proven successful but al so saved the country when
faced wi th various chall enges.

He was grateful to Dr Mahat hir who had provi ded hi m gui dance when he
first joined the Cabinet in 1986.
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International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
that Dr Mahathir's | eadership had set a strong foundation for the
conti nuous progress of wonen in Ml aysia.

"Wthout a | eadership which understands the aspirations of wonen, there



can never be an environment which allows wonen to progress to a |evel that
t hey have achi eved today," she said.

Raf i dah, who is also Wanita Umo chief, said that through the strong
support of the Cabinet, |eaders and the people, Abdullah would be able to
continue with efforts to attain success for the country based on what had
been built by Dr Mhathir.

"He is inheriting a great |egacy. As such, the process nowis to pursue
such struggles in a nore chall engi ng environnment,"” she said.

Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein was confident that
Dr Mahathir's | egacy would |ive on.

He descri bed Abdul | ah as trustworthy, sincere and appreciates the views
and sensitivities of others.

"I believe with his track record, there will not be any problemfor us
to pursue our agenda and to achieve greater achievenents for the country in
the future,” H shanmmuddi n said.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister Datuk Seri Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir
said that Dr Mahathir had made a very significant contribution in pronoting
Mal aysia as a tourist destination.

"Because he is well known and respected everywhere, that in itself has
made Mal aysia well known and respected, and tourists are also attracted to
a country that they have heard of and know to be stable and prosperous,” he
sai d.

He said that Abdull ah's unani nous acceptance by the conponent parties
in the Barisan Nasional was a clear signal to the world that Dr Mahathir's
successor was al so strong and capabl e.

Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting hoped that
Dr Mahathir would have a good retirenent, satisfied with what he had |eft
behi nd.

Ong, who is MCA president, gave an undertaking of the party's strong
support for Abdullah and to work as a teamin the interest of the nation.
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