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DR MAHATH R COMWM TTED TO HI' S PLAN TO STEP DOMN, SAYS ABDULLAH

By: Hafizah Kamaruddin

TOKYO, July 11 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi told a nmedia gathering at the National Press Cub of Japan
today that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has conmitted
hinself to his plan to step down in Cctober.

"Dr Mahathir has nade the commitnment (to step down). However, if there
is any roomfor himto change his mnd, it is himto decide and only he
knows, " Abdullah said in response to a Japanese reporter who asked whet her
there was a possibility of Dr Mahathir changing his mnd over his plan to
step down.

He was fielding questions fromreporters representing the Kyodo News
Agency, the Daily Yomuri, the Asahi Shinbun, The N kkei Wekly and Komnpas,
of I ndonesia, covering international issues, bilateral relations between
Japan and Mal aysia and | ocal issues, during the 90-nm nute gathering.

Abdul | ah arrived here yesterday for a three-day official visit to Japan
at the invitation of the Japanese governmnent.

It was Abdullah's first neeting with the Japanese and international
press in Tokyo as Deputy Prine Mnister, having had two neetings with them
as Foreign Mnister.

"He has nmade his decision and | accept it," said Abdullah who will be
taki ng over the | eadership of the country in Novenber.

During the dial ogue, Abdullah reiterated Ml aysia's stand on issues
relating to Malaysia-US relations after the Iraq war, the detention of
Myanmar opposition | eader Aung San Suu Kyi, the Japan- Ml aysia Free Trade
Agreenent and the Asian Bond Market.

Abdul | ah said that Ml aysia was not anti-Anerican but disagreed with
Presi dent George W Bush's Adm nistration to attack Iraq based on
uni |l ateral decision without getting the consent of the United Nations.

He said that as an i ndependent country, Ml aysia had the right to air
her opinion and as a denocratic country, the US woul d under st and.
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