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Mahat hi r - Mal aysi a
DR MAHATHI R COMMENDS MALAYS AND OTHERS FOR DEVELOPI NG THE NATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) --The Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who is retiring in October, today comended the Ml ays
and other citizens for helping to bring devel opnment and progress to the
race and country over the last 46 years since independence.

He was happy to see Ml aysia devel oping by | eaps and bounds from a
backward British colony to a nation well known throughout the world due to
its role in international affairs and its views were well respected.

Inviting the people to ponder on the successes that had been achi eved
over the period, Dr Mahathir said the rate of devel opnent of the
infrastructure in Ml aysi a had been rapid.

The country had produced professionals and intellectuals, its people
had conquered M Everest and had a worl d-renowned giant oil corporation
Petronas.

The achi evenents had been many under the Umo-1|ed Barisan Nasi ona
gover nnent, he said.

Al'l these achievenments denonstrate the ability of Ml ays and
Bum puteras and other citizens to inprove their status in keeping with
current devel opnments.

Mal ay admi ni strators succeeded in devel opi ng Mal aysia so well that they
had been invited to advise other countries on various aspects of
adm ni stration and devel opnent, he said.

Opening the 54th Umo General Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
here, Dr Mahathir, who is Umo President, said the ability of Ml aysia to
handl e the financial crisis in 1997-1998 in its own way was now
acknow edged.

Dr Mahathir said the skill of Malay/Bum putera busi ness executives was
evident fromtheir being chosen as executive managers in giant foreign
cor porations.

Petronas, a fully-owned governnment conpany, was run by Ml ay managers
and seni or executives, together with non-Mal ays.

"From a national petrol eum conpany which normally operates within the
country, Petronas is now a nultinational petroleum corporation operating in
32 countries, exploring, producing and marketing oil and gas worl dw de, "he
sai d.

He said Petronas, which was |isted anong the 500 bi ggest corporations
in the world, was also involved in |arge petro-chem cal industries.

"It is clear that many Mal ay/ Bum puteras have the same ability in
busi ness as other communities. They can and they have denonstrated their
capabilities,"” he said.

He said the rapid devel opnent of infrastructure in Mlaysia included
the North-South Expressway as well as the East-Wst H ghway in Peninsular
Mal aysi a.

Event hough i n Sabah and Sarawak the nmain roads were not yet expressways
but they were far better than during the British period, he said.

The rural areas had changed with tarred roads, schools, clinics,
electricity and water supply.

Towns had grown rapidly with skyscrapers in the former rubber and oi
pal m est at es.

Kual a Lunmpur is well known for its Petronas Twi n Towers and devel opnent
projects in the country's adm nistrative capital of Putrajaya reflected the
culture and progress achi eved by Mal aysia, the Prime Mnister said.



The disparities in the economic wealth of the different races had been
reduced and children of Bumi putera padi farmers and fi shernmen had becone
prof essi onal s, hi gh ranki ng government offices, professors, generals in the
arnmed forces and mllionaires.

The Prime Mnister said the spirit and confidence of the Malays could
be seen when they were prepared to sail round the world alone, clinb M
Everest, swim48KM fromthe mainland to Langkawi island and becone
badm nt on chanpi ons.
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