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DR MAHATHI R CONDEMNS ASSASSI NATI ON PLOT TO SOLVE PROBLENMS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 21 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
today said the world is now facing a frightening situation where a mgjor
power which is considered to be highly civilised -- clearly referring to
the United States (US) -- resorts to assassination of another world | eader
to achieve its goal.

The Prime Mnister said this showed the declining norals of the world's
maj or powers including Britain, Spain and the US in condoni ng assassi nati on
as a weapon of national policy.

In his first reaction after the attacks on lrag by the US and its
allies which started yesterday to overthrow Presi dent Saddam Hussei n, he
said: "This is frightening because we don't know who will become the
vi cti ns.

"We can no longer feel safe if we nmake any m stake, then there will be
an assassination,” he told a nmedia conference after chairing the Umo
Supreme Council neeting, here.

Reiterating that Ml aysia strongly opposed the attacks on lraqg, Dr
Mahat hir said the act by the US, which ignored the United Nations (UN), was
somet hing that destroyed the international systemin resolving conflicts.

Dr Mahathir, who is on vacation, said he chaired the Council neeting at
the request of his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi al t hough he
initially intended to attend the neeting as an ordi nary nenber.

He returned hone yesterday after a four-day visit to Brazil and was
expected to watch the Fornula One (F1l) race at Sepang International Circuit
(SIC on Sunday, probably the last for himas Prine Mnister followi ng his
decision to retire in Cctober.

Dr Mahathir said it was common know edge that the US had | abelled Iraq
together with Iran and North Korea as the Axis of Evil and being rul ed by
di ctators.

"Maybe after (the attack on) lraq, Iran, and after Iran, probably Syria
or Libya. These countries are accused of being under dictatorships and the
intention of the US governnent is (supposedly) to free the people (of these
countries) fromthe dictatorships,” he said.

He said by starting the attack on Irag w thout UN endorsenent, the US
had ignored the existence of the world body which had all this while been
the protector of the weak nations.

"Now, we can no |onger depend on the UNif the major powers intend to
attack us. W may be found guilty as the hangman is al so the judge," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the US had al so frequently enphasi sed on the need for
other countries to obey the rule of law but the country itself did not do
so as was denmonstrated when it rejected several international agreenents
involving the climate and the establishnment of the international crimnal
court.

At the same tinme, he said the government would present a resolution on
the US attack on Irag at the current Parliament sitting.

"I hope the debate will focus on this problemand will not be
di stracted by other matters. The objective is to determ ne the stand of the
peopl e of Malaysia fromall parties with regard to what was bei ng done to
Iraqg,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the resolution was drawn up to express the Ml aysi ans'
opposi tion agai nst the war and that they were against the attack on the



West Asian nation ainmed at killing its president.

"In this matter, we feel that the governnent and the opposition parties
shoul d have a comon stand. W shoul d be united. Although we have our
differences, in this matter...we all oppose the attack on Iraq,"” he said.

In addition, Dr Mahathir said the conflict in Iragq should not be
regarded as a war between Christians and Misli ns.

"There is no crusade,” he said, adding that many Christians including
Pope John Paul and other Christian | eaders opposed the attack on Iraq.

"We hope that although it (lraq) is a Muslimcountry, the act is not
because they want to attack a Muslimcountry. But we fear, eventually the
targets are Muslimcountries,” he said.

Replying to a question, Dr Mahathir said he did not think the UN could
stop the war but the US nust be told that its action was agai nst w shes of
ot her nenber countries of the UN

"We also need to remind the US on the crine in terns of the legality of
its war against lrag so that later on, if they want to say that we don't
have an admi ni stration that adheres to the |aw, we can show them that what
they are doing (is sonething) even worse,"” he said.

As chairman of the Non-Aligned Movenment (NAM), Dr Mahathir said he had
sent a letter to all menbers of the UN Security Council on the issue over
I raqg.

He al so rem nded Mal aysi ans intending to denonstrate against the war in
Irag to do it in an orderly manner.

He said the governnent would al so ensure that prices of goods did not
escal ate due to the war in West Asia besides studying the actions that
shoul d be taken to ensure that national security was preserved.

Repl yi ng to anot her question, he said Ml aysia was ready to study the
di spatch of humanitarian aid such as food and clothings to help war victins
in lrag.

The suprene council mneeting al so di scussed issues on the sekol ah agama
rakyat (SAR) and the secondary school s including the nmeasures that nust be
taken to attract students fromthe other races to enrol into nationa
school s.

Dr Mahat hir hoped the opposition would put aside any differences with
t he governnment concerning the SAR i ssue in debating the nmotion on Iraq at
the Parlianment sitting soon.

At the start of the media conference, the Umo president when
expl ai ning his presence, had called on the nedia not to specul ate that he
was trying to take over Abdullah's role as Acting Prime Mnister during Dr
Mahat hir's vacati on.

"This (ny presence) does not nean there are probl enms between hi mand
me. Don't say that | cane back to take over because | don't trust (him or
naything like that, not at all

"Don't wite nonsense," he added.
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