06 OCT 2003
Mahat hi r - Myanmar
DR MAHATHI R EXPRESSES VI EW5 ON SUU KYI TO MYANMVAR COUNTERPART

By: Sal biah Said and Openg Onn

NUSA DUA (Bali) Oct 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today he had expressed Malaysia's view on the issue
of pro-denocracy | eader Aung San Suu Kyi, who is under house arrest, to his
counterpart, General Khin Nyunt.

He said Khin Nyunt explained to himwhat was happening in Myannmar and
the Road To Denocracy And Reconciliation plan that the mlitary-led country
had started to inpl enent.

"Mal aysia is a good friend of Myanmar and we will try our best to be
hel pful towards Myanmar, " he told Ml aysian journalists after neeting the
general who called on himat the hotel where they are staying for the
t wo- day ASEAN+3 (China, South Korea and Japan) Summit whi ch begins
t onor r ow.

Asean secretary-general Ong Keng Yong al so paid a courtesy call on Dr
Mahat hir .

Dr Mahathir caused a stir sonetinme ago when he said that Myanmar, part
of the 10-nmenber Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) should
| eave the regional grouping if it refused to release Suu Kyi who was
arrested on May 30 after a stand-off between her and governnent supporters.

Suu Kyi was rel eased recently followi ng a nmedi cal operation but the
government still keeps her under house arrest.

The arrest of Suu Kyi had caused international outrage and the issue
had been a torn in the side of Asean with sone nmenber nations and di al ogue
partners expected to bring up the matter during their neeting on this
popul ar 1 ndonesi an resort island.

Asked whet her he was happy with Myanmar's expl anation, Dr Mahathir, who
arrived here today, said that at |east there was progress.

"We have to admit that there is some progress. | think we should show
our appreciation. O course all progress nust be nmade step by step, (there)
cannot be overni ght change,” he said.

He said it was for Myanmar to make the decision for the rel ease of Suu
Kyi now that Asean had given its views.

Asked if Asean would issue a strong statenent agai nst Myanmar, he said
that it was not the way Asean worked as the regional body engaged in a
constructive, not confrontative, approach

Dr Mahathir, often dubbed the Voice of Asia, was al so asked what kind
of | eadership he expected of the 36-year-old organisation, now that he is
retiring as Malaysia's prine mnister end of this nonth.

He responded hunbly by saying that Asean practised a collective
| eadership and that all the | eaders of Asean provided the |eadership.

"No single person does nore or |less than the other. W work together
It is a kind of alnost |like a federation, though it cannot be called that
but it's a grouping of countries which are i ndependent. No one country can
| ead a group.

"OfF course we can give our views. Maybe it is useful, maybe not. | have
no worry about Asean," he said.

On his plan upon retirement, Dr Mahathir said he wanted to rest and
have a ni ce holi day.

"Sonmetinmes if I"'minvited to talk, like just now, I'Il talk. That's al
I amgood for," he said with a chuckl e.

He was referring to an unschedul ed tal k he had made at the insistence
of the delegates to the first Asean Business and I nvestnment sen nar which



is being held at the hotel in conjunction with the summt.
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