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Mahat hi r- Rel i eved
DR MAHATHI R FEELS RELI EVED, LEAVI NG THE BN TO ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today expressed relief knowi ng the strength of the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) before handi ng over power to his successor Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi .

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman, said he would not hesitate to
hand over power to Abdullah in view of the cooperation shown by the BN
conponent parties.

"I am gl ad none have given negative views. Al have been supportive of
Pak Lah. So, | leave with a sense of relief,” he told reporters after
officiating the 50th anniversary cel ebrations of the BN at the Merdeka
St adi um here t oday.

He was asked to comment on the situation in BN after he steps down as
the Prime M nister next nonth.

Asked on Abdull ah's capability to lead the BN to face the next general
el ection, Dr Mahathir said his successor had proven that the BN coul d
achi eve victory even without his direct support.

Dr Mahathir said: "I think Pak Lah can...even in the past, Pak Lah
played a major role in the election. In fact, | didn't have to go to the
ground. | left it to Pak Lah. So no problemlah."

He said he was confident that the BN could retain its two-third
majority in the next election.

"I will canpaign though not as a candidate. | wll canpaign because |
do not forget. Many peopl e had canpaigned for ne that | was able to becone
a Prime Mnister.

"Now, it is ny turn to repay them" he said.

On the BN s chances of recapturing Kelantan and Terengganu from PAS, Dr
Mahat hir said the BN now was in a better position that before.

"I see that we have a better chance now that in the past,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also did not rule out the possibility of spending nore tine
in Kel antan and Terengganu to strengthen the BN's return to power in the
two states.

Asked whet her BN conponent parties in Sabah and Sarawak woul d be asked
to conbine to forma bigger party, he said it was up to these parties.

"It isuptothem if they choose to nerge, we have no problem If they
don't want because of different views and races, we leave it to them W
will not force.

"I'n Mal aysia, we don't force anyone to accept anything. W want to free
the conmunities to do it their ways, all parties to do it their ways as
I ong as they subscribe to the BN principles that of power sharing,” he
sai d.
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