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Mahat hi r - Sukar no
DR MAHATHI R FEELS HE 1S NOT COVPARABLE TO SUKARNO

By: Openg Onn

JOGJAKARTA, COct 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, regarded by Indonesia as the late Sukarno in the present era, said
his successes are still nothing conpared to the first president of
I ndonesi a.

"I feel I can't be conpared wi th Sukarno. He was a well-known figure
and succeeded in uniting a race divided into hundreds of ethnic groups,” he
said in a special interviewwth a |ocal television station, TV7 here
today. The interview was conducted in two | anguages -- ©Malay and Engli sh.

He said it nmust be renmenbered that |Indonesia, with a popul ation of nore
than 220 million, was so much bigger conpared to Ml aysi a whose popul ati on
was only about 23 mllion.

Wth a population and area that was 10 times nmuch smaller |ike
Mal aysia, it was nmuch easier to overcone the probl ens, he said.

The interview, aired live by the station, was conducted by a panel of
four senior journalists -- Sabam Si agam from The Jakarta Post, August
Par engkuan and Susanto Pujomarto from TV7 and Janmes Luhulima from Komnpas.
Dana |Iswara from TV/7 was the noderator.

Dr Mahathir had earlier attended the award giving cerenony for the
Di stingui shed Honorary Fell ow Award conferred by the AFEO (ASEAN Federati on
of Engi neering O ganisations).

The Prime Mnister, who is well known and widely respected in this
country, is also regarded as "Sukarno Kecil" (Sukarno Junior) as a
conparison for his successes in devel opi ng Mal aysi a and hi s out spokenness
agai nst western powers, inperialismand capitalism

Dr Mahathir said he was very famliar with Sukarno's struggl es, adding
that the late president was the first to hit out at econom c inperialism
and neo-col oni al i sm

"This idea came from Sukarno. At that tine, many peopl e | aughed
(because) they never thought it would happen,” he said.

He said that now these things were happening and in a very ugly form
wi th econom c power in the hands of the inperialists.

Asked on who he wanted to be renenbered as after retiring fromhis
government post at the end of the nonth, he said it was up to the others
because it was not for himto decide.

He said the evaluation woul d be nmade by others, adding: "Maybe on sone
occasions they will appreciate me and naybe there are al so others who wll
criticise (me). This is human nature."

He said it was up to the world what they wanted to call himas he had
tried his best to carry out what was entrusted to himas Prinme Mnister

"Actually what | did was to carry out policies of the first, second and
third Prime Mnisters. | attend to all aspects of the Ml aysi an devel opnent
fromthe econonic, social and political aspects. Some (are) successful
sone are not.

"I cannot say what | would like to be known as. But perhaps if you

insist, I would say that ny greatest satisfaction is the fact that | have
been able to unite people of three different major races, who would usually
be in confrontation. | unite themand ensure that they work together in

order to devel op Mal aysi a.
He was al so asked on his several outbursts against the west and the
possibility that Ml aysia nmght have to face strong reaction fromthem
He said there were certainly reactions, but he was convinced that



Mal aysi a could counter all these noves taken agai nst the country.

"This depends on the country's econonmc and political situation. Qur
country is strong and united. Al though there is pressure fromthe major
powers, we can overcone it," he said.

He said his outbursts against the west were based on his feelings about
the truth of the matter.

He said when he felt that sonething was wong, he would say it out
al oud, otherw se those responsible for the w ongdoi ngs woul d get away wth
it without anybody stopping them

"Things |ike doubl e standards. They can do these things, but we cannot
do those things. That is unfair, | have to say it out because it is
unfair," he said.
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