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DR MAHATHI R HOPES GERMANY W LL HELP RESTORE CONFI DENCE | N UN

PUTRAJAYA, May 12 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad toni ght
called on Germany and ot her countries which still believe in the United
Nati ons and international consensus to restore confidence in the world body
and international |aw

Thi s was because when international |aw and conventions were ignored by
the very people who formul ated and pronoted them there would be
i nternational anarchy, the prime mnister said.

"Weak countries cannot now be expected to submit to international |aw
and conventions if their security is threatened,” he said at a dinner in
honour of German Chancel | or Gerhard Schroeder, here.

Dr Mahathir said the small countries now lived in fear not only of
terrorists but also fromunilateral actions by powerful countries.

"We can expect no protection frominternational organisations |ike the
United Nations (UN) since powerful countries like the United States and
Britain can attack lrag without the sanction of the UN " he said.

That was why the small countries |ike Ml aysia were heartened by the
principled stand of Gernany and a few ot her European countries over the
i nvasion of Iraq and the fact that they still believed in the UN and
international |aw, he said.

Dr Mahathir also stressed that Ml aysia believed that the present
tension and turmoil in the world had their roots in the decision to
expropriate Arab Palestinian territory to create the state of Israel

"Ever since then, there has been no stability or peace in the Mddle
East. And now that instability had spilled over to every corner of the
world. It is certainly the cause for the worldwi de terrorismthat we see
today, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said the world community should try to identify the causes
of the Palestine-Israel conflict and to renove them

"But instead, we see an attenpt to out-terrorise the terrorists in
order to deter them Now countries are being threatened and i nvaded even
t hough there is no proof of their involvenment in terrorism" he said.

Dr Mahathir said the attack against Israel was seen by the Mislimworld
as an attenpt to terrify the Miuslimcountries.

"But terrorists are not under the control of governnents. Neither are
they always in their own countries. They may be anywhere, in the UK for
exanpl e, and as desperate and angry people they will not be deterred.

"The war against terrorismwll not be successful even if all the
Muslim countries are subjugated. As fighters for freedom they wll
physi cal ly oppose their col onisation.™

On the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone (SARS) outbreak which has
created havoc on the econonmies of East Asia and the world, Dr Mahathir
proposed the setting up of centres worldw de to respond quickly to new
di seases.

It would be a good thing if a fraction of the funds expended for
weapons devel opment was reallocated for the setting up of such centres, he
sai d.

He said the response of the world conmunity to new di seases |ike Mad
Cow di sease, Ebola and Japanese Encephalitis had so far been haphazard.

"There is a real danger for these di seases and new ones to spread
wor | dwi de causi ng i nmeasur abl e danmage

"We can | ogically expect nore new di seases to appear. The world needs



to fornulate a strategy and to be well equipped to deal with these new
di seases, " he said.

Present were the prine mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi and his
wife, Datin Seri Endon Mahnood and ot her dignitaries.

Schroeder arrived here yesterday for a three-day visit on the first leg
of a six-day four-nation Sout heast Asian tour including Singapore,

I ndonesi a and Vi et nam

Schroeder, in his speech, said Germany was confident that in future
Mal aysi a woul d continue to contribute to stability in the region and take a
deci sive stand against terrorismand religious fanaticism

"Your country can draw on its tradition of tolerance and harnoni ous
di versity, thereby continuing to be an exanple for other multi-religious
and multi-ethnic countries.

"This is the fundanmental idea that we al so want to be guided by on an
international |evel," he said.

Schroeder also said that he was pleased to gain a first-hand i npression
of Mal aysi a.

"It was an exciting experience taking an elevator up the highest office
towers in the world this noon. These towers are a synbol of the inpressive
devel opnent of your country. Success is, however, a | ong process that
occasional ly al so includes setbacks, he said.

He said he wished that nore Gernmans coul d enjoy the wonderful Ml aysian
hospitality that many holiday and business travellers experienced.

Schroeder said he was pleased that Gernman conpani es had been able to
contribute to Malaysia's inpressive econonic grow h.

"The branch offices of German conpani es stand on a solid foundation
here," he added.
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