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By: Jackson Sawat an

MONACO, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Malaysia officially put itself on the sea
charts of the world yachting community Friday with the | aunch of the
Langkawi Yacht Registration by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, here.

Speaki ng agai nst a backdrop of super yachts nmoored at Port Hercules for
t he Monaco Yacht Show 2003, the nobst prestigious yacht exhibition in
Europe, Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia had all the natural and cul tural
attractions to offer the discerning yachting comunity.

Besi des the |long coastlines in the peninsula and the northern half of
Bor neo, Mal aysi a had many beautiful tropical islands and had built marinas
al ong the coastlines where yacht owners could nake a stop-over, he said.

"We have a |l ot of beautiful tropical islands with clear water, white
sand and coral reef...Mlaysia actually has not been fully di scovered by
t he yachting community,"” he said when | aunching the Langkawi facility
onboard the Sweet Doll yacht on Friday night.

Besi des cultural dances in conjunction with the launch, there was al so
a "pencak silat" or traditional Malay martial arts performance by four
yout hs of the Patani Silat G oup of France.

Dr Mahathir said the Langkawi Yacht Registration, which will be set up
on the island very soon, was solely for the purpose of registering yachts.
He urged yacht owners to nmake use of the facility and to have their

boats registered in Malaysia and to sail themover to Langkaw .

"Langkawi is a group of 101 beautiful islands. So, just going around
Langkawi can be very interesting. There are many uni que places in Langkaw
itself but all along the peninsula there are al so many ot her uni que pl aces,
old ports, Portugese port and so on," he said.

Dr Mahathir assured yacht owners of the quality of service the Langkaw
Yacht Registration would provide as it would be run by people who have a
| ot of experience in registering yachts and ships in the Wst Indies.

He al so assured tourists that Malaysia is a safe place to visit despite
some governnents issuing travel advisories advising their citizens agai nst
visiting the country.

"I can assure you that Malaysia is very safe. It just happens to be in
a region where sonetinmes it has got problens. But Malaysia itself is free
fromproblens including fromthe recent attack of the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrone. W didn't have it in Mlaysia.

"Also, the Straits of Melaka is said to be unsafe because of piracy. W
are making sure that the straits will be safe if you keep within Ml aysi an
waters. W have a series of radar stationed all along the coast to keep
track of all the ships by-passing the Straits of Mel aka and are al so
providing patrol boats to give you protection within Ml aysian waters," he
sai d.

Tourists would also find it much cheaper to visit Ml aysia.

"In fact you can buy with RML the same thing that an American doll ar
woul d buy in the United States (US). The US dollar is equivalent to RM3.80
whi ch nmeans that the Mal aysian ringgit has the purchasi ng power of about
four times the US Dollar in Malaysia itself.

"Al so, because the ringgit is pegged at RVM3.80 to the US dollar and
because the greenback is depreciating against the Euro, those who earn
Euros in Europe would find the prices of goods and services in Ml aysia
extremely cheap,” he said.



Mal aysi a al so enjoyed summer all year round and was free of typhoons,
eart hquakes and other natural calamties, he said.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke of how Mal aysi ans of different racial and
religi ous backgrounds live in harnony where "everybody cel ebrates
everybody's festivals.”

"I't may be a Chinese New Year but it is celebrated by the Miuslim
Mal ays, the Indian H ndus...the sanme thing goes when H ndus and Musli s
celebrate their festivals,"” he said.

Tourists al so enjoyed the concept of "open house" in Ml aysia where
"just about anybody can wal k into any house on these festival days and help
t hensel ves to the goodies that are served on the table".

"As the Prime Mnister | amalso to have an open house and | have as
many as 70,000 visitors in one day. | could nanage to shake hands wth
30,000 of them This is something that we appreciate; the close rapport
bet ween t he governnent and the people. As a result, Malaysia has grown, has
devel oped very well and it is considered to be the nost devel oped of the
devel opi ng countries,"” he said.

Thanki ng those present, Dr Mahathir told the yachting fraternity that
he hoped "you wi |l always renenber Mal aysia, Langkawi and Langkaw Yacht
Regi stration”.
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