22 CCT 2003
Mahat hi r - Departure
DR MAHATHI R LEAVES JOGJAKARTA FOR Tl MOR LESTE

By: Openg Onn

JOGJAKARTA, COct 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad | eft here this afternoon after a brief visit to continue his
journey to Dili, capital of Tinmor Leste, Indonesia' s former eastern
provi nce.

The Royal Mal aysian Air Force (RVAF) executive jet ferrying Dr Mhathir
and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhanmed Ali took off fromthe Adi Sucipto
Ai rport.

Dr Mahathir will make an overnight visit to Tinor Leste, fornerly known
as East Tinmor, a tiny backward province that decided to break away from
I ndonesi a through a United Nations-backed referendumin 1999.

He arrived here last night to receive the Asean Federation of
Engi neeri ng Organi sati ons (AFEO) Di stingui shed Honorary Fellow Award in
conjunction with the regional body's two-day 21st conference which begins
t oday.

Anmong those in his entourage on the connecting journey to Papua New
Qui nea, Indonesia's Pacific neighbour on the eastern side of Tinor Leste,
al so known as Tinor Lorosae, is Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d
Al bar and Wrks M nister Datuk Seri Samy Vell u.

I ndonesi a's Energy and M nes M nister Purnono Yusgiantoro, who is al so
t he honorary advi sor of the AFEO conference, was at the airport to bid them
farewel |.

Al so present to see themoff were Ml aysi an anbassador to | ndonesia
Dat uk Ham don Ali and local dignitaries.
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