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DR MAHATHI R PRAI SES CONTRI BUTI ON OF Cl VI L SERVANTS

KOTA BAHARU, Sept 15 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
toni ght prai sed and expressed appreciation for the professional attitude
shown by Mal aysia's civil servants who have given great support to ensure
t he success of the policies and programres of the federal government in
devel opi ng the country.

The Prime Mnister said nenbers of the civil service were very
committed to their work regardl ess of whether they agreed or disagreed with
any policy or progranme drawn up by the governnent.

"I am grateful because this had made it easier for ne to di scharge ny
duty throughout nmy termas Prine Mnister," he said when attending a
gat hering of the Leader Wth the People as well as dinner with about 15, 000
menbers of the federal civil service and the Kel antan governnent, here
t oni ght .

Dr Mahathir al so hoped that the cooperation given to himby the civi
servants woul d al so continue to be given to Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi who woul d succeed him

He said that with continued support for the future | eadership, nationa
devel opnent coul d be inplemented continuously for the benefit of the
peopl e.

Dr Mahathir al so said everyone in the country should be proud when
foreign tourists and guests who cane to Mal aysi a expressed awe with the
nation's rapid devel opnent.

"They al ways ask how we managed to devel op Mal aysi a (whereas) we have
many problens |ike having a population with many races, religions, culture
and | anguages.

"However, in that situation, we can still ensure our country is
peaceful , cal mand stable," he said.

The Prime Mnister also praised the conmtment shown by nenbers of the
country's security forces who served to ensure the country was peaceful and
was not threatened.

"They served with decorumto ensure the country is peaceful, while at
the sane tine, there are security forces of other countries who do not
agree with their government and try to topple their own governnment," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said there were also foreign | eaders who had visited the
country and wongly interpreted that Ml aysia was a devel oped nati on and
not a devel opi ng country.

"Al'l this happened when the | eaders were in this country for the
Commonweal t h Heads of Governnment Meeting in 1989. If they were to cone
today, they will certainly be nore inpressed,” he said.

The Prime Mnister was here for a one-day official visit to Kel antan

At the end of the function, when Dr Mahathir stepped out of the hall of
Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Putera Kota Baharu, the people including schoo
children who had gathered there since the afternoon rushed to shake hands
with the Prine Mnister and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd Ali.

The at nosphere turned sad when a nostal gic song by Tan Sri P. Ranl ee
"Di Mana Kan Ku Cari Gnti" (Wiere Can | Find A Replacenment) was sung by
the people as a final farewell to Dr Mahathir who steps down as Prine
M ni ster next nonth.
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