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DR MAHATHI R RECEI VES ASEAN TOP ENG NEERI NG AWARD

JOGJAKARTA, COct 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday received the Asean Federati on of Engi neering Organisations’
(AFEO) Di stingui shed Honorary Fellow Award for his outstanding contribution
to the engi neering profession and the nation

The award was presented to himat the opening cerenony of AFEO s
two- day conference being held here fromtoday.

"I amnow a qualified engineer,"” said Dr Mahathir in jest during his
speech at the award presentati on cerenony.

He received the award from AFEO chairman Ir. Pandri Prabono.

The award is presented to heads of state, prine mnisters, deputy prine
m ni sters and world renowned personalities who have contributed outstandi ng
services to the profession, the institution and/or the nation

AFEO secretary-general Airlangga Hartarto, in the citation for the
award, said that under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, Ml aysia had been
transformed into one of the nost economically stable and technol ogically
advanced countries in the world.

He said the nodern Mal aysia was now one of the global hubs for business
and technol ogy.

Ai rl angga described Dr Mahathir's contribution to the all-round
devel opnent of Mal aysi a as phenonenal, |isting down his najor successes
during his tenure as Prime Mnister, a seat which he will vacant at the end
of this nmonth after 22 years in office.

He said that under Dr Mahathir, Ml aysia noved out frombeing a country
with primary reliance on natural resources like tin, tinber and rubber into
a producer of high-tech goods and services.

The AFEO secretary-general also credited the Prine Mnister for getting
Mal aysi a out of two major econonmic crisis -- inthe md 80's and in
1997- 1998 when Dr Mahathir directed the Ml aysi an econom c recovery on a
different path, unlike other countries facing simlar crisis.
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