21 JUN 2003
Mahat hi r - W ndi ng-up (Relieved)
DR MAHATHI R RELI EVED THERE | S NO CONTEST FOR UMNO DEPUTY PRESI DENCY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Expressing relief that there will be
no contest for the Umo deputy president's post, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that if the spirit of consensus prevails, it will ensure a
cl ean sweep for the Barisan Nasional (BN) in the next general election

He said he was pleased that all the three vice-presidents had pl edged
to accept whi chever candi date chosen by his successor, Datuk Seri Dr
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, to be the deputy prime mnister

They had al so agreed to follow the party tradition what the one
appoi nted deputy prine mnister should becone the Umo deputy president.

"I"mthankful. Fromthe speeches of the vice-presidents, it appears
that there will not be any tussle in the party,"” he said in his w ndi ng-up
speech at the Umo general assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

The prime mnister said he was worried that if there was a tussle for
t he post, the defeated candi date woul d be di sappoi nted and woul d t ake
action that could split the party.

Dr Mahathir said he was worried because sone nenbers did not understand
the ethics of denocracy and were unable to accept the defeat of their
candi dat e

He said the party would be safe if there was no contest and all nenbers
abi ded by the decision to be made by Abdul | ah when he takes over as Umo
pr esi dent .

"If this spirit prevails, I'mconfident that we will nmake a cl ean sweep
in the next general election,"” he said.

He said that only one name should be submtted for each constituency
and the practice of sending del egati ons and maki ng phone calls or appeals
shoul d st op.

If nore than one nanme was submitted, those not chosen nust state that
they accepted the | eaders’' decisionn, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that all party nmenbers nust work hard to ensure the
victory of the chosen candi dates because their success neant the party's
victory for the race, religion and country.

He also reiterated his advice to the Malays not to take the easy way
out to get the conforts of life because it would put the country in
j eopar dy.

He cited the history of the Malay rulers who handed the admi nistrative
powers of their states to the British when offered political pension, Rolls
Royce cars and yel |l ow unbrell as.

"Don't look for the easy way, find the best way to obtain confort. Take
the easy way and the country will be in jeopardy, history has shown this,"
he said.

He said that wealth and confort are obtained slowy through patience
because Islamtaught it followers to be patient.

"In this age too there are people who | ook for the easy way. \Wien they
get an opportunity, they sell that opportunity,” he said.

He said that there were Malay entrepreneurs in the country who achi eved
success through patience without have to find a short cut and cited as
exanpl es Tan Sri Mistapha Kamal and Tan Sri Syed Mokhtar Al -Bukhary who he
said were listed as being anong the nost wealthy people in the world.
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