15 OCT 2003
Mahat hi r - Non- Mal ay
DR MAHATHI R SAYS NON- MALAY CAN ONE DAY BECOVE PM I F..

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad says he
has not discounted the fact that a non-Mil ay could one day beconme Prine
M ni ster of Malaysia, subject to certain conditions.

"It can happen. | have always said there can conme a tine when a
non- Mal ay mi ght becone the prinme mnister,” he said.

However, he stressed that that person has to be acceptable to the
Mal ays who formthe majority of the popul ation.

"If a person becones very concerned about the Ml ays, fight for their
cause, and be fair to everyone, | think the Malays will |ose their fear of
a non-Mal ay becoming prime Mnister,"” he said in an interview wi th Bernanma
yest er day.

The 70-m nute interview was conducted by Bernama chairman Dat uk
Kal i mul | ah Hassan, editor-in-chief Jaafar Hussin, and executive editors
Dat uk Azman Ujang and Yong Soo Heong.

"If he is not accepted by the Malays, then it is difficult for himto
beconme the prinme mnister sinply because the Malays are in majority. But it
is not inpossible,” he added. Dr Mhat hir was asked whet her non- Ml ays
coul d assume higher political office given that the Barisan Nasional is a
coalition of several conponent parties representing various races in the
country.

Asked whether politics in Ml aysia would one day be based not on race,
he said it was possible but this would cone about when all races were
equal ly well devel oped and enjoy the same status.

In citing exanpl es of the inbal ance between the races, he said there
had been conpl aints that the governnment service does not have enough
non- Mal ays while if one were to | ook at the private sector, then the nunber
of Mal ays there was very small

"You have to balance. This one (public sector) you nust increase (in
nunber), this one (private sector) you also have to increase,” he said.

On the creation of a Bangsa Mal aysia by the year 2020, he said "if we
al |l behave |ike Ml aysi ans, understand each other's culture and speak a
common | anguage, | think eventually we will cone together."

Dr Mahathir said that was why the New Econom c Policy (NEP) was
fornmul ated by the governnent to ensure that no group was |left out and that
all races would eventually enjoy the same opportunties and wealth in the
country.

To a certain extent, he said the affirmative action through the NEP had
succeeded because there was no fighting anmong the different races during
the 1997-99 regional financial crisis.

Asked to describe his relationship with non-Mlays during the 22 years
as Prime Mnister, he said it took a gradual process for themto warmup to
hi m

He added: "Initially, they distrusted ne. Over tine, they find out that
I am not against them that | want to be fair to thembut | nust also
pronmote the interests of the Bum puteras, the Malays in particular, and
when | do that, it must be a bal anced t hi ng.

"And sonetimes | scold the Ml ays as people know, and sonetimes | scold
the Chinese and the Indians if they do sonmething that is unfair to the
others. | have been very fair, very balanced in ny criticisnms. | think over
time, they realised that | amnot against them that in fact | was ready to
help them"
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