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Mahat hi r - ASEAN
DR MAHATHI R SAYS H S DEPARTURE W LL NOT AFFECT ASEAN

By: Openg Onn and Sal bi ah Sai d

NUSA DUA (Bali), Oct 8 (Bernamm) -- Malaysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad says, ASEAN is a collective decision, and his departure
fromoffice will not affect the regional grouping.

"I think ASEAN wi || nmake progress whether | amaround or not. | don't
think it will make a difference at all,"” he told a nedia conference before
headi ng for honme after the ninth ASEAN Sunmmit, which ended here today.

ASEAN, he said, adopted a collective approach, and that the groupi ng
had set their own goals and knew their directions.

"They will make progress whet her they change | eaders or not. They have
seen many changes in | eadership in ASEAN and it does not affect ASEAN s
policy or progress,” said Dr Mahathir, who will be retiring at the end of
t he nont h.

Dr Mahathir, who was al so asked on how he felt about stepping down from
office after being at the helmfor 22 years, said: "I am 78 years old,
think I should be retiring and give other people a chance to do better.”

He said that he believed in the saying “don't overstay your wel cone'.

"That is a good saying to follow So, I try to followthat."

The prem er said his nmother, who had a very strong influence on him
had taught himthat "when the food is still very nice, that's the time when
| should stop. Otherwise, I will be over-eating."

Thi s adage had becone his guide in managing the country, said Dr
Mahat hir .

"So today, | have no problem But not to say no problem but |ess
problemin Ml aysia now Everything is in place, it is the right tine to
| eave. You don't want to | eave after people kick you out."

Asked by a Japanese journalist on what he would do during his
retirement, he said, he would continue to be friendly with Japan

"CQccasionally, I will visit Japan, have a holiday there...|l ook at
Sakura...very beautiful Japan. Sone Japanese are interested in hearing ne
say nasty things about other countries. | would do that," he said draw ng

| aught er .

On China, he said, as a growi ng economc giant, the republic would play
a very inportant role in East Asia, and in fact, on the global level, the
country played an inportant role as an econom c power house.

"Cbviously, it is going to be quite rich," he said.

Asked on fears that China would energe as a defence power to rival the
United States, he said, even if China were to spend a small fraction of its
i ncome on defence, it would be quite considerable.

"Al'l countries spend sonme noney on their defences. | still renenber the
condition inmposed on Japan. It may not have spent nore than one per cent of
its GDP (&G oss Donestic Product) on defence, but its GDP was very smal
then. That was in 1945," he said.

"One per cent is mnute. Today, Japan's GDP is huge. One per cent is
bi gger than nost European countries spend on their defences. Japan's
capability on defence woul d be high now " he added.

In the case of China, even if it limted its expenditure on defence, it
woul d be big.

He felt that there should not be any fear towards China as it had no
hi story of col onising other countries.

Mal aysi a, he said, had been living close to China, so were the other
ASEAN countri es.



"W have not been conquered by China or colonised by China. W had been
col oni sed, however, by countries which are 800,000 m|es away from us.

"So, we should not look at it as a threat but an opportunity. Think of
t he amount of things people can send to a rich China. Amrerica would
certainly be able to export nore things to China now than the tine when it
was not an open econony," said Dr Mhathir.

On China and I ndia which today signed the Treaty of Amty and
Cooperation (TAC) with ASEAN, he said it would bring prosperity and create
a bigger market for the region.

ASEAN trade woul d grow by | eaps and bounds as China and I ndia provided
the market with their conbined popul ation of 2.4 billion people.

"W believe in prospering our neighbours. This is a concept that is
accepted by both China and India," he said stressing that their accession
to the treaty woul d have no i npact on ASEAN s external policies, as "we see
eye to eye on nost of the issues.”

Asked on Australia's position in the region, Dr Mahathir said it had
been nmade known to the world that it wanted to be the deputy sheriff to
oversee the region

"It is very difficult to get along with this deputy sheriff who is
al ways | ooki ng over your shoul der

"Australia nmust decide whether it is (in) Europe, Anerica or Asia. If
it is (in) Asia, there's no problem But we see Australia as sone sort of a
transpl ant from another region,"” he said.

"Australia is not (in) Asia, but at the end of this nmonth, I will not
be around. People m ght change their mnds, | don't know

"Australians al so distinguish Asians by race. W think of ourselves as
Asi ans, but they cannot think of thenselves as Asians. If they don't think
about race, well they say "I amAsian'. Wiat's wong with saying that and
behavi ng |i ke Asians and not being too critical of other people," he said.

On Singapore's desire to see a faster inplenentation of the ASEAN
singl e market or the ASEAN Econom c Conmmunity (AEC), he said. "They would
like to nove faster and we're not standing in their way."

Si ngapore on its own, could accelerate their own bilateral trade pacts.

On Singapore's proposal that ASEAN i npl enented an open skies policy for
freight, he said that was somet hing new

"W have to exam ne whether we would benefit fromit or not. Singapore
is afree port. It is already a duty free nation. W are not a duty free
country. W have to nmake ourselves a duty free country. But Singapore is
one. Unless it offers to pay people for inporting goods into Singapore.

On bilateral problenms with Singapore, he said,” It is sonething that we
can resol ve between ourselves. It takes tine but we can resolve them"
- - BERNANA
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