05 JUL 2003
Mahat hi r - Sul ai nan
DR MAHATHI R SAYS UMNO VALUES SULAI MAN' S SERVI CE

PETALI NG JAYA, July 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad paid
tribute to Umo's | ongest-serving permanent chairman Tun Sul ai man Ni nam
Shah who died of |eukaenm a early today.

"He had a full life. He worked until his last days practically,” the
prime mnister told reporters after he and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mbhamed Ali, paid their last respects at Sul aiman's residence, here.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, said Sul ai man had done a great
service to Umo and the party valued his service.

"He is alnpst an institution in Umo as the | ongest-serving permanent
chairman of the party,"” he said.

Sul ai man, 83, died at the Pantai Medical Centre at 5am H's renains
will be buried in his honetown Miar, Johor, this afternoon.

Sul ai man, who joined Umo in 1947, had been its pernmanent chairman for
the | ast 28 years.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi , descri bed
Sul ai man's death as a great loss to the nation

He said Sul ai man had contributed a lot to Umo and had been actively
involved in its struggle since the early days of the party's formation

"Umo has | ost a |ikeable nmenber who is highly respected for his
integrity, especially when he was the party's pernmanent chairman," said the
Umo deputy president who later left for Miar to attend the funeral

Umo vi ce-presidents Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin and Tan Sri Mihanmad
Muhamad Tai b were anong the | eaders who paid their |ast respects to
Sul ai man at his residence, here.

O hers included fornmer deputy prinme mnister Tan Sri Misa Hitam and
Wani ta Umo permanent chairman Tan Sri A shah Ghani

Muhyi ddi n and Muhanmad said Umo had | ost a | eader who had contri buted
alot to the party.

"He was a true Umo nenber...we have | ost a chanpi on of the race and
his death is a big loss to the Mal ays, Umo and the country," said
Muhyi ddi n, who is Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister

Muhammad sai d Sul ai man had |ivened up the Umo general assenbly each
year with his wit and it would be difficult to find his replacenent.

Ai shah said that Sul ai man's absence fromthe Umo general assenbly | ast
month due to failing health was conspi cuous because he had been its
per manent chairman for so | ong.

"May CGod bl ess his soul,"” she said.

Umo veteran Tengku Ahrmad Rit hauddeen, who was al so present, said
Sul ai man's death was a great |oss for Umo.

"I remenber himbecause he was the first person to neet ne when
started work at the Miar sessions court," he said.

M C president Datuk Seri S.Samy Vellu said Sulaiman's death was a great
loss to Umo and the country.

"He was a | eader who was able to maintain unity in the party,” he said
in a statenment here.

Sany Vellu, who is Wrks Mnister, described Sulaiman as a hunbl e
person.

In MJAR, another Umo vice-president, Seri Najib Tun Razak, said
Sul ai man was very conmitted to Umo's cause and was a synbol of the party's
struggle for the religion, race and country.

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Chani O hnman said Sul ai man was a | eader



who al ways went down to the ground and was never tired of working for the
party.

In KOTA BAHARU, Gua Musang MP Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah said Sul ai man's
death was a loss not only to Umo but also to the Ml ay business world
because he had worked hard to increase the participation of the Malays in
trade and industry.

In KOTA KI NABALU, Sabah Chief Mnister Menteri Datuk Miusa Aman j oi ned
the other |eaders in extending his condol ences to Sulaiman's famly.

Umo secretary-general Umo Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who was in Kota
Ki nabal u, said Umo nenbers would feel the loss of Sulaiman during the
party's general assenbly.

The Informati on Mnister said Sul ai man had a uni que voi ce and tone
whi ch was effective for conducting the proceedi ngs.

"He nade a obvi ous inpact when conducting the assenbly,” he said.
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