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DR MAHATHI R STEPS DOWN OCT 31

By: Jackson Sawat an

MONACO, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he will step down on Cct 31

Speaki ng to the Ml aysi an press corps acconpanying him the Prine
M ni ster said his decision was final

He said he could not go back on his word as this would make him| ose
his credibiiity.

Earlier Dr Mahathir had a neeting with Ml aysi an students studying in
France.

Asked about the doubts expressed by certain groups over his intended
retirement, Dr Mahathir said, "Some people think...he will not step down
with so nuch power at his disposal...holding such a high position and
enjoying life at the top."

"This is because they think that if they were in the place they wll
not give it up,"” he said.

"Runmours...we cannot avoid particularly fromthe opposition... like PAS
has been saying that he will not resign...how many times their predictions
did not cone true," he said.

Dr Mahathir said PAS had al so made several other predictions that the
Budget to be tabled woul d be an el ecti on budget..

"Each time we table the budget, they say it is a budget for
el ection...three budgets have been tabled. This time their prediction is
correct because after the (2004) Budget we can't avoid having an
el ection),"” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo President, said he would continue to serve the
party and canpaign during the general election in his capacity as an
ordinary nenber to ensure the party remained i n power.

He al so believed that there woul d not be nany changes in the party.

"I't may not be 100 per cent the same but generally the party will
continue to struggle collectively. The party's phil osophy had been laid
down and this will continue."”

Dr Mahathir said he did not think that Umo woul d becone |ike PAS or a
soci al i st party.

"In fact it was set by the first Prime Mnister (Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra Al-Haj ) and we have continued with the sanme policy and I don't think
succeedi ng | eaders will change that policy because it will be suicidal to
do so," he said.

Addressing the students, Dr Mahathir stressed the inportance of
Mal aysi a havi ng a know edgeabl e and highly skilled people to continue wth
the country's devel oprent .

He said the governnent had all ocated 26 per cent of its budget to
education and this reflected the government's earnestness to excel in the
field of know edge.

The Prime M nister advised Mal aysi an students overseas to concentrate
on increasing their know edge and skills and then return hone to help
devel op the country.
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