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Mahat hir-Vi sit
DR MAHATHI R TO ADDRESS Tl MOR LESTE' S PARLI| AMVENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is schedul ed to address Tinor Leste's parlianent during his
three-day visit to the republic beginning Wdnesday, according to Wsna
Putra.

It said in a statenent here today that Dr Mhathir, acconpani ed by
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, is also scheduled to deliver his
keynot e address at a business dialogue with Tinor Leste's business
community and performthe naming of a street, "Avenida da Ml aysi a" which
means "Avenue of Malaysia", in Dli.

Wsma Putra said that Dr Mahathir's visit, "the first official visit
made by a foreign head of governnment to the country since its independence
in May last year," is to reciprocate Tinor Leste's Prime Mnister Mari
Amude Al katiri's visit to Ml aysia | ast August.

Dr Mahathir's visit is expected to reinforce Malaysia's commtnent to
cultivate friendly and cooperative relations with Tinor Leste in its quest
to achi eve econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent, as well as, political
stability.

The Prime Mnister and his counterpart are expected to explore
opportunities for expansion of bilaterial trade, as well as bilateral
investnment in Tinor Leste, it said.

H s entourage, anmong others, will conprise six cabinet mnisters
i ncluding Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and 30 busi nessnen.

During the visit, Dr Mahathir is expected to call on Tinor Leste's
Presi dent Xanana Gusmao and neet the Mal aysi an conmunity there.

Last year, Malaysia was the fifth biggest investor in Tonor Leste, with
77 Mal aysian investors venturing into the service industry and shipping in
t he new y-i ndependent nati on.

Prior to the visit to Tinor Leste, Dr Mahathir will make a two-day
visit to Yogyakarta from Tuesday to receive the D stinguished Fell ow Award
of the Asean Federation of Engineering Organisation (Afeo) at a cerenony in
conjunction with the organisation's 21st conference.

"The award is given to the Prine Mnister for his inmense contribution
to infrastructure developnent in Malaysia," Wsnma Putra said.

Dr Mahathir will also be making a two-day visit to Papua New QUi nea
after his visit to Tinor Leste, from Friday.

H's visit, on the invitation of his counterpart, Sir M chael Thomas
Somare, is his third to Papua New Guinea. Dr Mahathir's first visit was in
1982, and the second was two years |later.

During the visit, Dr Mahathir is expected to exchange views with his
counterpart on issues of nutual interest including exploring and
i ndentifying of new areas of cooperation such as trade and investnent.

He will also call on Papua New Gui nea Governor, Gen Sir Silas Atopare
besi des addressing the country's business conmunity and neeting the
Mal aysi an community there.
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