05 FEB 2003
NAM Book
DR MAHATHI R TO LAUNCH BOOK ON MALAYSI AN TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad wi || [ aunch tonmorrow a book on the Mal aysian Techni cal Cooperation
Programme (MICP), which is a blueprint for technical cooperation between
Mal aysi a and ot her devel opi ng countries.

The 128- page book, to be Il aunched simultaneously with conmenorative
coins, first day covers and stanps nmarking the 13th Non-Aligned Myvenent
(NAM Summit here fromFeb 20 to 25, will be given to del egates of the
triennial summt.

The action plan outlined in the MICP book is in line with the spirit of
cooperati on anmong Sout h- South nations initiated by Dr Mahathir to pronote
smart partnershi p anong devel oping countries in the technical, econom c and
soci al fields.

The | aunching of the MICP book is tinely, for Malaysia will be the
Chai rman of NAM over the next three years.

After its launch, the book, published in English by the Econom c
Planning Unit (EPU) in the Prime Mnister's Departnment, will also be
di stributed anong Mal aysia's diplomatic m ssions throughout the world.

The MICP was | aunched on the realisation that devel opi ng countries
shoul d not depend wholly on aid from devel oped countries but should al so
share experience and expertise anong thensel ves.

The MICP was | aunched in 1980 as a followup to the Buenos Aires Action
Plan of 1978 to pronote technical cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries.

Since its launching, the programre has becone Ml aysia's foreign policy
i nstrument for cooperation with 133 devel oping countries unlike in the
early years of its formation when such cooperation was limted to Asean
countri es.
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