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Mahat hi r-Syri a
DR MAHATHI R TO MEET PRESI DENT BASHAR AL- ASSAD | N DAMASCUS

By: Mbkthar Hussain

DAMASCUS, Aug 16 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad will
arrive in this capital city of Syria tonmorrow for a two-day visit where
i ssues on bilateral cooperation and the situation in West Asia and Iraq are
expected to be high on the agenda during talks with President Dr Bashar
Al - Assad.

The Prime Mnister will be a | eading a 70-nenber del egati on conprising
Cabinet mnisters, Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters as well as corporate
| eaders from 22 conpani es including Proton, the Miltimedi a Devel oprment
Corporation (MDC), Ranhill, Airod and Puncak N aga Hol di ng.

Dr Mahathir earlier visited Al geria and Swazil and.

VWile here, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to witness the signing of several
agreements and nenoranduns of understandi ng (MoUs) for cooperation in the
fields of science and technol ogy as well as in manufacturing and know how
transfer.

After a formal nmeeting with Pressident Al -Assad, Dr Mahathir wl|
co-chair a delegation neeting with Syrian Prinme M nister Miustapha Mero with
di scussi ons, anobng ot hers, expected to touch on prospects for investnent
and efforts to increase the volunme of trade between the two countries.

Trade between both countries stood at about RMROO million, in
Mal aysia's favour, with inports from Syria nmerely amunting to RVMB m | lion,
mainly textiles.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said that Dr Mahathir's
visit to Syria was at the invitation of Presiden Al -Assad.

"President Al-Assad sees Mal aysia as the only country that can comnbine
I sl am and noderni zation as well as keen on the devel opment of information
technology (I T) as Syria intends to develop its technol ogy park, to be
called 'technoport',"” he told Ml aysian journalists here.

Syed Hanmi d said that Ml aysi an brands had begun to penetrate the Syrian
market with the inmport of 175 Proton and Perodua Kancil cars especially
after Malaysia set up its enbassy in Damascus |ast year follow ng the
setting up of the Syrian enbassy in Kuala Lunmpur the previous year.

On Monday, Dr Mahathir will inaugurate Proton's showoomin Harasta and
nmeet Mal aysi an students studying in Syria.

The Syrian Arab Republic, with a total |land area of 185,180 sq km
borders Iraqg, |srael, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey. It has a popul ati on of 17
mllion with sone 40,000 people living in the Israeli-occupied Golan
Hei ght s.

Dr Mahathir's tight schedule in Damascus will include a nmeeting with
Syrian Islamc | eaders and di al ogues with busi nessmen as well as
politicans, Cabinet mnisters and think-tanks of the Syrian government.
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