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DR MAHATH R WANTS TO SEE EQUAL RATI O OF MALE AND FENMALE STUDENTS I N
UNI VERSI Tl ES

SHAH ALAM Aug 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir tonight
chal | enged mal e Mal ay students to increase their nunber in universities to
equal that of feral e students.

The Prime Mnister said he wanted to see a 50:50 ratio of male and
femal e students as presently femal e students nade up 70 per cent of the
student popul ati on.

He said he was not trying to cut down on the nunber of fenmale students
in universities but he would Iike to see nore male students nmaking it to
institutions of higher I|earning.

"Ch Mal ay young nmen, where are you? If you dare, challenge the female
students, challenge themto a race to seek know edge and enter university,"”
he said when officiating the U TM Nati onal Day Festival 2003 (FESKEM 2003)
at tje U TM mai n st adi um here.

Dr Mahathir regretted to see that not many nmal e Mal ay students
succeeded in furthering their studies in universities and the only pl aces
where the 50:50 ratio could be seen were at shoppi ng conpl exes.

The Prime Mnister said wonmen were now very capable in many fields
i ncludi ng engineering as well as efficient in managenent of finance.

He said students should not feel content just because they succeeded in
gai ning places in universities but should strive to excel in their studies.

Dr Mahathir said students should realise that the government was
willing to spend 26 per cent of its budget for education.

"W are willing to spend a | ot of nmoney for you. You have to prove that
the nmoney is not wasted. You nust be diligent in your studies,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said students had to acquire knowl edge not just for
t hensel ves but for their race, religion and country.
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