21 JUN 2003
Mahat hi r - W ndi ng (Poem
DR MAHATHI R W NDS UP SPEECH W TH PCEM

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernama) -- In keeping to the style of other
| eaders at the 54th Umo Ceneral Assenbly here, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad today read out a poemin his w nding-up speech.

The 11-verse poem by the party president was delivered at the end of
his speech to other Umo | eaders and nore than 2,000 del egates.

H s speech was al so foll owed by thousands of people on closed-circuit
tel evision outside the conference hall at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
(PWIC). The speech was also aired live by RTM

Bef ore readi ng out his poem Dr Mhathir sought perm ssion from deputy
per manent chai rman Datuk Seri Onn Ismail to follow in the footsteps of
several |eaders and debaters in reciting poens at the three-day assenbly.

"I want to follow tradition by reading out a poembefore | end (ny
speech), " he said.

Several |eaders including vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and
Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz had earlier spiced up their
speeches wi th poens.

Interspersing his speech with witty remarks, Dr Mahathir appeared calm
and did not show any signs of sadness.

This contrasted sharply with his keynote address opening the assenbly
on Thursday, when Dr Mahathir choked with enotions while reciting a prayer
for the Malays to be a respected and successful race.

The prime mnister surprised many with his conposure today as the
occasi on had been expected to be an enotional affair, given that he is
maki ng his final w nding-up speech as party president before retiring in
Cct ober .

However, Dr Mahathir's cheerful expression did not prevent a handful of
peopl e from shedding tears while listening to his parting advice.
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