21 JUN 2003
Mahat hi r - Assenbl y
DR MAHATHI R WOULD M SS THE AVENUE TO EXPLAI N

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Having attended the Umo Genera
Assenbly for the past 22 years, retiring party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said he would nmiss nost the opportunity to explain, close
ranks and continue with the struggles provided by the assenbly.

He said he would miss the opportunity to explain because he realised
many people need to be enlightened on things they did not understand, and
t he assenbly provided such an opportunity.

"I would mss the criticismagainst the governnent, against the party
and the way they accept final explanation about things and at the end of
all this we always close ranks.

"So | would miss this opportunity to be able to explain why we are
doing certain things that we do because | realised that many of the things
peopl e don't understand, and it needs to be explained and this assenbly
provides us with opportunity to explain, to close ranks and to continue
with the struggles,” he told a press conference at the end of the 54th Umo
Ceneral Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here today.

He said this when asked what woul d he m ss nost about the assenbly
after attending it for the |ast 22 years.

Answer i ng anot her question, Dr Mahathir said Umo had regained its
vitality after explaining to the Malays political devel opnents which led to
Umo | osing support in the 1999 CGeneral El ection

"I told nyself that the nmoment | becanme Prine Mnister the first thing
I thought of was | would never do anything that will anger people. But
(sometines) | was forced to do it. It is not my choice, and what | did was
all within the law "

Asked to describe his feelings after attending the general assenbly, Dr

Mahat hir said: "It is gratifying to see there is so nuch evi dence of
support for the party, and | amleaving at a tinme when | have restored the
party. | feel gratified that things are as they are.™

Dr Mahathir said he was surprised at hinself for not being enptional at
the end of his closing speech today, contrary to what had been expected of
hi m by del egat es.

"I amsurprised at nyself. | was afraid to nake that speech in case
m sbehaved again. But God is great. | managed to go through it w thout the
famous breakdown that | (usually) have," he said.

Asked on his plans after retirenent in Cctober, Dr Mahathir said he
mght wite a book on his experience in the various government posts he had
hel d.

Queried on his imediate plans after the assenbly, he said: "I would
like to rest-lah, so tonorrow don't disturb."”

VWhen asked whether he was satisfied with his final speech as Umo
president, he said: "To nme, | amsatisfied. There were sajak, pantun
(poens) too, okaylah.™"

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about the points he raised on PAS in his
speech.

He stressed that it was the responsibility of Umo to bring back sone
Muslims in this country to the path of Islamafter they had been influenced
by PAS, which was using the religion for political gains.

On whet her his speech indicated that Ml aysia would becone nore
Islamic, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was already an Islamc state and there
was not hing nore to prove.



"It is already there. Wat do you want us to do? Wear the jubah, wear
turbans and go around looking like artificial Arabs, synthetic Arabs,
virtual Arabs?

"We are Muslinms. Sixty per cent of the people in this country are
Musl i ms, and the (remaining) 40 per cent accept the fact that it is a
Muslim country. We don't have to prove (anything) to anybody,"” he said.

Asked what Umo should do to beat PAS in the general elections, the
prime mnister said the answer was sinple.

"I'f all (nenbers) rally behind whoever was picked as candi dates, then
Umo will win. No one would feel disappointed, do not want to cooperate; no
operations roomw Il be cl osed because of disagreenent over candi dates,"” he
sai d.

VWhen asked about his fornmer deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim the prine
mnister said: "He is injail. If the party wants to accept himafter |
left, I have no right to say no. But, you know, when you are in the party
you must fight for the party.

"But if you are in the party in order to take things for yourself, to
subvert people with bribes, I do not think that will result in good
| eader ship. ™"

Dr Mahathir reiterated that he would resign fromall posts in the
government, party and Bari san Nasi onal

"I will hold no post at all; I will not be a senior president," he
sai d, adding that he would stay as finance mnister until Cctober

VWhen asked to sumup the highlights and di sappoi ntnents of his 22 years
at the hel mof the party, Dr Mahathir said: "Sonmetines there were anxi ous
nmonents too. Wen there were defections, | felt sad. But these things
happen in politics. In politics, no situation is always the sane, does not
change. "

Dr Mahathir said his experience showed that in politics friends could
becone foes and foes coul d becone friends.

"Sonmetinmes | feel sad, after that | feel happy a bit, then sad again,

t hen happy again -- like the stock market,"” he said while using his hand to
show t he novenents of a roller coaster, a gesture which drew | aughter from
t hose present.
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