10 JUL 2003
Mahat hi r - Text
DR MMHATHI R S TEXT OF SPEECH

PUTRAJAYA, July 10 (Bernama) -- Following is the text of Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s speech when opening the World Conference
of Islam c Scholars at the Marriott Hotel, here today:

"Islamin the Era of d obalisation”

Al hanmdul I'illah, Al Praise be for Allah, by whose grace and bl essi ngs
we are gathered here today to discuss matters regarding our religion, Islam
and the ummah. | would Iike to thank the organisers for giving me this

opportunity to officiate this conference and to speak on a matter that is
close to our hearts.

2. But before that | would like to welconme all participants and guests,
especially those fromoutside Malaysia to this country, this nulti-racial
and nulti-religious country where everyone accepts the constitution which
provides that Islamis the official religion but the practice of other
religions by their followers are guaranteed. W believe in religious
harmony as advocated by Islamin Surah Al -Kafirun, ayat five and six. "Nor
will ye worship that which I worship. To you your Way, and to ne mne."

3. Islam does not have a system of hierarchical priests but the Mislim
schol ars, the | earned ones or the ulanas as they are generally referred to,
play an extrenely inportant role in the life of Mislimindividuals and the
Musl i m comunity. Such is their influence that the stability and progress
of Muslimcountries depend much on them

4. The ulamas are said to be the successors or the "warasah" of the
Prophet. This nmakes them even nore powerful. Their words are often taken as
the religious truth and sel dom does anyone di spute any pronouncenent nade
by them

5. The great ulamas of history were truly |learned people with only an
interest in seeing that Islamwas interpreted correctly. However even these
great ulamas differ in their interpretations of Islam This has resulted in
schi sms anong the Muslins, so deep that nmany sects cannot be reconciled to
this day.

6. Thus we have the division between the Sunnis and the Shiahs. Their
di fferences have |l ead to frequent wars between them But the Sunnis and the
Shi ahs are again divided by the different teachings of their imns, who
were of course great scholars or ulamas. Then there are the different
school s or "mazhabs" of I|slam which have resulted in further subdivisions
into Tarikats, with peculiar beliefs including the practice of going into a
trance as part of their religious rituals. Al these groups and beliefs
energe because different ulamas interpret and teach the religion
differently.

7. Today the termulanma is used very |oosely. Just about anyone can
claimto be an ulama, a successor of the Prophet, entitled to nmake any
i nterpretation or pronouncenent on |Islam They always have sone foll owers
who can be quite fanatical. And Muslins becone even nore fragmented

8. Political Islamenerged al nost i mediately after the death of the
Prophet. The Khawarij and the Bani Unmayah formed distinct groups with their
own interpretations of Islam And they warred with each other. Since then
various manifestations of political |slamhave gained follow ngs in nost
Musl i m st at es.



9. Political Islamis about using Islamfor political ends. Wth the
advent of denocracy political |Islamhas become nore trenchant. Very
frequently political Islamleads to deliberate msinterpretations of Islam
to justify and support their political agendas.

10. Thus political Islam sts go so far as to declare that anyone who
does not support their political parties as infidels, kafir, and will go to
hell in the afterlife. This frightens a lot of ignorant people into
supporting them Such is the fanatical commitnent of the supporters that
even obvious msinterpretations by their | eaders are accepted by them And
so when the | eaders of political Islam the false ulanas declare that Allah
uses filthy and obscene words, that Allah is a thug, a bully and a
gangster, they readily believe that Allah, the Merciful and the
Conpassi onate, Allah Al -Mitagabir is a thug, a bully and a gangster. Yet
others interpret Al -Mitagabir differently, as Allah the Geat, the
possessor of greatness. The | anguage of the bazaar cannot be applied to
Al l ahu Akhbar

11. Every now and again a charismatic ulana woul d energe and decl are
hi nsel f as the I mam Mahadi, conme to save the ummah. Invariably they have
proven to be false and their |eadership did not save the ummah. Instead the
ummah were often defeated and sink further into weakness and backwar dness.
Still there are many even in Mal aysia who claimthat they are the chosen of
Allah. And their followers fanatically support them

12. While the ulamas are inportant in order to guide the Mislins al ong
the correct paths as taught by Islam it is clearly inportant that we do
not accept everyone who clains to be an ul ama as genui ne. Many
sel f-decl ared ulamas are pretenders with their own self-interest on their
agenda. These pretenders have confused the Muslins so much that frequently
their practices can hardly be regarded as Islamc. And many Mislim splinter
groups were formed because of these false ul amas.

13. It is therefore necessary that we exam ne critically the teachings
of the ulamas, whether fromthe past or the present. Unity and brotherhood
is enjoined by Islam but the different teachings and interpretations
prevent unity and many Muslins reject the brotherhood of Mislins unless
they belong to their own groups or sects or even to their own politica
parties. Differences in Islamis healthy and permtted but surely not to
the extent of condemming others as infidels, kafir and to war agai nst each
other, formng alliances with non-believers to fight fellow Miuslins. As we
all know the Prophet s.a.w brought only one Islam Now there are so many
who declare that they are the only true Muslins and practice their own
brand of Islam The one religion of Allah as taught by the Prophet has
beconme hundreds of religions.

14. Consequently Muslins today are so very confused and divi ded t hat
they are unable to handl e the great changes that have taken place in the
worl d during the 1,400 years after the Prophet taught Islamto the
Jahilliah. Some apparently believe that only by recreating the way of life
1,400 years ago can they beconme true Muslins. For themlslamis only for
the tine of the Prophet and the people of Arabia and not for all ages and
situations.

15. W know that when the Jahilliah accepted Islamthey becane
enl i ghtened people, were able to stop the feuds and fighting between their
tribes and were able to build a great Islamic civilisation. They acquired
know edge and skills and dom nated the known world of their tines. They
wi dened their territories and acquired knowl edge and skills in every field
of human endeavour and becane truly Allah s Khalifah on earth. Islamand the
Muslims were respected by all humanity.

16. The great Muslimcivilisation that the Jahilliah and other converts



to lslaminitiated, resulted in reforns even in the non-Muslimworld. It is
a fact that mathematics, the sciences, mnedicine, astronony and many ot her
fields of |earning nade trenendous progress due to the work of the Muslim
scholars. This is of course conpletely in keeping with the teachings of
Islam where the first injunction to the Prophet was to "Read", "Iqgraq". To
read neans to study, to acquire know edge. During the golden years of the
Islamc civilisation, the world | ooked up to the Muslinms for know edge in
all fields. The Europeans and the Jews studied Arabic in order to gain
access to the earlier works of the Geeks, the Persians, the Indians and

t he Chinese which had been translated into Arabic and studied as well as
expanded by Muslim Arab schol ars.

17. The Muslins al so becanme great traders, skillfully sailing across
vast oceans using their know edge of astronony. Their trade with far away
pl aces also resulted in the spread of Islamin the countries they traded
wi th. They were not professional mssionaries but their worldly success and
exenpl ary behavior inpressed the local rulers, who then accepted |slam
I ndonesia is today the nost popul ous Muslim nation because of the Muslim
traders from Yenmen and | ndi a.

18. The spread in the teachings of Islamtogether with the successes of
the Muslins in the admnistration of their territories as well as their
skills and success in trade and industry, gained for the Mislins respect
and awe in the world. They were regarded as a world power. No one dared to
oppress the Muslins or to invade their territories.

19. But we all know that now far frombeing a world power we, the one
billion over Muslins, are easily oppressed by the non-Mislins, easily
defeated in war and are forced to accept foreign rule and foreign hegenony.
The Prophet has been called a terrorist and insulted openly. Mislimholy
pl aces have been desecrated. Muslimcountries, divided and weak, have to
pay hormage to the powerful non-Mislimnations. Today Mislins can be
arrested and detained or nmay even be executed for alleged terrorism
Al t hough Muslins suffer much nore fromterror, only Mislins and Islamare
linked to terrorism The religions of non-Mislins who comrit acts of terror
are not nmentioned. W do not hear of Christian terrorists, or H ndu
terrorists or Buddhist terrorists or Jewish terrorists although there are
as many of themas there are Muslimterrorists. W only hear of Mislim
terrorists.

20. W nust ask ourselves why the Miuslins have to endure this
hum liation presently; why we have becone so weak and incapabl e of standing
up for our rights. Wiat has changed whi ch has nade the great Mislim
civilisation fall to such a lowlevel? Is it because Islamis a backward
religion; is it what Allah has ordained for us, or takdir or is it that we,
the Muslinms have wongly understood our religion and not practised it
correctly?

21. Firstly, is it because of the backwardness of |slamthat we cannot
now conpete with the non-Mislinms and defend ourselves? It sinply cannot be.
We know t hat when the Jahilliah accepted Islam their ignorance was
repl aced by enlightennment and know edge and t hey becane capabl e of buil ding
a great worldly civilisation which enconpassed al nost the whol e of the
known world then. This great civilisation |lasted for alnpbst 1,300 years. If
Islamis the cause of the backwardness of Muslinms, there would never have
been a strong and advanced Muslimcivilisation

22. If it is not the religion of Islamwhich has caused the fall of the
Muslinms, then is it because Allah has ordained that Mislins be backward and
oppressed by others? Again it cannot be, for Allah had raised the ignorant
Arabs and others who enbraced Islamin the early years so that they becane
perfect Khalifahs on earth and brought glory to Islam the religion of
Al'l ah. He cannot deliberately ordain that Islambe humliated and the



Musl i ms oppressed for no reason.

23. The only conclusion that we can make for the sad fate of the
Muslinms is that they are not practising the true teachings of Islam that
the Islamthat they now practise is wongly interpreted.

24. W know that in 1492 the last Mislimkingdomin Spain was defeated
and the Muslinms were expelled fromSpain. Wiy did this happen? If we | ook
at the history of Al -Andalus as the Muslins called Spain, we will see that
after the Muslins conquered Spain, they set up a tolerant and enli ght ened
adm ni stration. The acquisition of all kinds of know edge was encouraged. A
great library was set up in Khartubah or Cordoba. Scholars from Europe cane
to Al -Andalus to study the works of the Greek, Persian, Indian scholars,
scientists and mat hemati ci ans whi ch has been transl ated by Muslim schol ars
i ncluding the contributions of the Mislimschol ars thensel ves. Mislim
engi neers built waterways to irrigate the country and agricul ture
flourished. Products of iron and steel, copper and bronze, and intricately
carved tinber were manufactured and exported to bring wealth and fane to
Al - Andal us. Great nobsques and pal aces were built exhibiting a unique
architecture much adnmired by the Europeans.

25. However after sone five hundred years the Muslimjurists began to
preach against this liberal attitude towards the study of non-religious
subj ects. The study of the works of the non-Mislins of the past was
di scouraged. To gain nerit in afterlife the only subjects that should be
studied were those related to the religion of Islam Slowy but with
gat heri ng monentum t he Muslins becane ignorant and backward. They paid |ess
and less attention to worldly affairs, allowed their wealth to be
di ssipated and their mlitary strength neglected. After the death of
Al -Mansur in the 12th century A.D. the condition of Al-Andalus deteriorated
and it broke up into many small states. The rivalries between these states
weakened the Miuslins further and one by one they fell before the attacks of
t he Spani ards. Granada was the last to fall.

26. The Muslimcivilisation would have ended then except that at about
this time the Turkish Muslim Q hmani ah dynasty energed as a power in the
Eastern Mediterranean regi on. These Turki sh Muslins expanded their control
over the MuslimArab territories in West Asia and North Africa enabling
I slamand Muslinms to continue to be a strong power in the world. Mich of
the Bal kan states fell under Turkish rule. But the Turks did not keep up
with the devel opnents in Europe in ternms of industry, especially the
devel opnent of new weapons. Nor did they acquire contenporary know edge and
skills. Towards the end they were nore concerned about dress codes, whether
formfitting trousers and peak caps for the Yaniseri nercenary soldiers
were Islamc or not. Lacking nodern weapons and troubl ed by deteriorating
di scipline, the Turkish armnmy rapidly weakened. The British and the French
nmoved in to instigate the Arabs to rebel against Turkish rule. Hoping to
becone i ndependent of the Turks, the Arabs forgot about Muslim brotherhood
and col | aborated with the Europeans to defeat the Miuslim Turks. But in the
end the Arabs did not get their independence because the British and the
French occupied their territories, divided their |ands and made col oni es of
these artificial states.

27. Turkey itself would have becone a part of Greece had it not been
for Kemal Ataturk who even though he hinself clainmed to be a secularist,
nevert hel ess I ead a strong Miuslim Turkish force to expel the Greeks from
Anatol i a.

28. The history of the decline and fall of Al -Andalus and the O hmani ah
Turki sh Enpire hold many | essons for us, anmong which is the need for nodern
know edge and skills in order to ensure the defence of the ummah. For as
long as the Muslinms are able in accordance with Islamc teachings to
bal ance religi ous knowl edge with worldly know edge, they would be strong



enough to defend thenselves and their religion. Wen they disregard this
teachi ng and concentrate only on religious know edge they woul d becone weak
and unable to defend thensel ves agai nst their enem es.

29. It seens that we have learnt nothing fromour past, fromthe rise
and fall of the Muslimcivilisation in Spain and Northern Africa, and the
simlar fate that befell the Turkish empire in the East. Every effort to
devel op the Muslimcountries since then has been opposed by Mislim schol ars
who believe that this world is not for the Muslins, or who believe that
there is nerit only in studying religion. Qther pursuits are considered as
secul ar and worldly, including the defence of I|Islamand the unmah.

30. The positive teachings of Islamare interpreted in a negative way.
Muslimunity is made conditional upon acceptance of a particular belief or
political creed. Those who do not accept these conditions would not be
regarded as Muslinms and unity with themis rejected. Wien the Quran says
t hat when we judge we nust judge with justice, we reject this injunction in
favour of adherence to procedures even if it results in injustice. And many
nore teachings of Islamare twisted and distorted so that the religion
fails to deliver the great prom ses of Islam

31. It is not Islamwhich has resulted in the decline of the Muslim
ummah. It is the numerous nisrepresentations and m sinterpretations of
I sl am whi ch brought about this m sfortune on the Mislins.

32. Recently when Muslimcountries were threatened, Miuslins in Ml aysia
like their brothers all over the world prayed for Allah to save the Iraq
Muslinms and their country. But their prayers have not been answered.

33. Is it that Allah s.w.t. has abandoned the Muslins? Certainly it is
not. In the Quran Allah has enjoined that Allah will not change the fate of
anyone (Muslinms) unless they strive to change their fate thensel ves (Surah
Al -Ra'du - Ayat 11). Allah has al so enjoined upon the Mislinms that they
must prepare their defences in order to strike fear into the hearts of the
enem es and to defend the ummah. (Surah Al -Anfal - Ayat 60)

34. W know that the Muslins have not really tried to change their
fate, their weakness, and backwardness. They have not tried to catch up and
surpass their detractors in know edge and the capacity to produce arnms, to
have di sciplined and well-trained forces for their defence. Allah s.w.t.
has given them nuch wealth but they have not used this wealth in the way of
Al l ah. They have nmade no real effort to unite. They refuse to accept that
the world of today is not the sane as the world of 1,400 years ago.

35. Frustrated with Israeli oppression and the occupation of their
| ands, the Pal estinians resorted to suicide bonbing. Many consi der them as
martyrs, shahid. Yet the Ml aysian security forces which fought
successfully to save this Muslimcountry fromfalling into the hands of
atheists are not considered worthy of nerit. Simlarly no nmerit is accorded
to the peopl e who study science, mathematics, engineering etc. which are
essential for building the defence capabilities of Mislimcountries. Nor
are the people who industrialise and enrich a country given any
consi deration. Yet all these people help to strengthen the Mislimunmah and
prevent them from being hunmiliated the way they are now

36. The Muslinms will never be able to bring back the honour and the
respect for Islamand the Muslins unless they beconme capabl e agai n of
def endi ng thensel ves. To be capable there are nmany things that they have to
do. | have already nentioned them W can restore the glory of the Islamc
civilisation if we orientate Muslins towards the need to have all the
skills and knowl edge to nake the Islamc way of life - Addin - admred,
respected and held in awe by ot hers.

37. The decision is ours to make. If we think we should restore the
glory of Islamand the Muslimcivilisation; we should free ourselves from
oppr essi on, be capabl e of defending ourselves, then we have to strive to do



all the necessary so-called worldly things. If we think we should not do
anything worldly then we should accept the humliation of Islam the
Muslims and their countries.

38. | have said that the Muslimscholars, the ulamas were and still are
the nost influential nenbers of the Miuslimummuah. They are capabl e of
changing the Muslimmnd in any direction. If we think we want to progress
and becone strong, the ulamas can notivate us. Achieving all the things
that our detractors have achieved is not difficult. But we need to be
pointed in the right direction. The ul amas can help us do this.

39. Qur salvation will not be achieved by blindly killing innocent
peopl e. Rather we should plan and execute a |ong term devel opnent plan and
to excel in all fields. Qur rehabilitation will take a long time. W have
to be patient. Innallaha maassobirin. But Insyaallah in the end we w ||
succeed for that is the promse of Allah s.wt. He will not change our fate
until we strive to change our fate ourselves. W nust prove to the world
that Islamis not an obstacle to progress, that Islamis a religion for al
times, that Islamis a religion of peace and stability, that Islamcan
co-exist in a world where Muslins make up only one-sixth of humanki nd.

40. As | said it is for us to decide. Your conference is inportant
because it is a conference of the nost influential people anong the Muslim
ummah. | f you decide that you want to renove the shane of being | ooked down
upon and trodden under by those who are against us, then you nust tell us
that you want us to do everything possible to restore our past glory and
our great civilisation.

40. As | said it is for us to decide. Your conference is inportant
because it is a conference of the nost influential people anong the Muslim
ummah. | f you decide that you want to renove the shane of being | ooked down
upon and trodden under by those who are against us, then you nust tell us
that you want us to do everything possible to restore our past glory and
our great civilisation.

41. That is the decision that you as ulamas will have to make and you
have to make this decision by consensus so that different interpretations
will not split us further. That is your collective duty to Islam and the
unmah.

42. Islamis never wong. Allah has not ordained that His religion be
insulted or denigrated, nor the ummh oppressed and humiliated. The sad
fate of the Muslins today is their own doing, their failure to practise the
true teachings of Islam It is for the Miuslins to act to resuscitate their
religion and bring back the past glory of the Islamc civilisation. And the
ul amas nust guide themthrough the correct interpretations of religious
exhortations. But the actual work nmust be done by Muslins qualified in the
various skills. It would be disastrous if the learned in one field assune
they are experts in every field.

44. 1 wish you a successful conference. May Allah s.w.t. bless and
gui de you in your deliberation. Shukran. Thank you.
- - BERNAMA
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