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MAHATHI R- THAKSI N
DR MAHATH R, THAKSIN TO MEET FOR BI LATERAL MEETI NG I N LANGKAW

By: Wan Nurzila Wan Abdul Rahman

LANGKAW , July 26 (Bernama) -- Thai Prime Mnister Dr Thaksin
Shinawatra will be here for a two-day working visit beginning tonorrow in
conjunction with the annual consultation with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

According to a Wsnma Putra statenent, this will be the Fourth Annual
Consul tation for Thaksin with Dr Mahathir since the forner assuned office
in 1999.

The statenent said that the Annual Consultation between the two Prine
M ni sters has proven to be an invaluable forumtowards fostering cl oser
rel ati ons and cooperation between Ml aysia and Thailand as it provides both
| eaders with the opportunity to discuss and review bilateral issues of
nmut ual concern.

During the visit, both Prime Mnisters are expected to officiate and
deliver keynote address at the Mal aysi a- Thai |l and Technol ogy Busi ness
Part nershi p Di al ogue organi sed by Ml aysi an I ndustry CGovernnent G oup for
H gh Technol ogy (M GHT).

A four-eyed neeting will be held in the afternoon foll owed by a
del egation neeting led by both Prinme Mnisters.

Mal aysi a and Thailand will be signing a Joint Declaration of the
Mal aysi a- Thai | and Di al ogue Cooperation Framework and two Menoranda of
Under st andi ng on Cooperation on Custons matters and Cooperation on Stock
Exchange.

Dr Mahathir and his Thai counterpart will w tness the signings.

During the nmeeting, the two | eaders are expected to di scuss anong
ot hers, the on-going cooperation between the two countries along the border
areas, border demarcation issue, trade and investnent, the Trans
Mal aysi a- Thai | and Pi pe Line Project in Southern Thailand, cooperation in
i nformati on and al so various regional and international issues of mnutual
concern.

Meanwhi | e, the di al ogue, thened "Harnessing Strategi c Business and
Technol ogy Partnership for Economic Gowmh", is ained at pronoting cl oser
col | aborati on and technol ogi cal devel opnment between Ml aysi a and Thai | and.

Several key speakers are expected to present their views on various
i ssues, including autonotive, agro-biotechnology, agriculture, information
and comuni cati ons technol ogy (I CT) and eco-tourism

Among the key speakers are International Trade and |Industry M nister
Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Thailand's Mnister of Science and Technol ogy
Phi ni j Jarusonbat .

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah will deliver the dial ogue
summat i on and cl osi ng address.

Mal aysia is Thailand's fifth |argest trading partner while Thail and
ranks as Malaysia's seventh largest trading partner. Bilateral trade with
Thai | and armounted to US$7.13 billion (RV27.09 billion) in 2002. -- BERNAMA
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