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MAHATHI R- ARRI VAL
DR MAHATH R ARRI VES IN SWAZ| LAND FOR DI ALOGUE

By: M khail Raj Abdull ah

MANZI NI, (Swazil and), Aug 13 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad arrived here early Wdnesday norning to attend the
four-day d obal 2003 Smart Partnership Di al ogue hosted by the tiny ki ngdom
of Swazi |l and.

He was net on arrival at the Matsapha International Airport by
Mal aysi an H gh Commi ssioner to South Africa Datuk Zainal Azman Zai nal
Abi din, Swaziland's Prime Mnister Dr Barnabas Sibusiso and Swazil and's
M ni ster of Econom ¢ Pl anni ng & Devel opnent, Prince Quduza.

Dr Mahathir, who flewin fromAlgiers, Algeria in a private jet, was
acconpani ed by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

The couple were greeted with a traditional cultural dance performed by
over 100 warrior-1like dancers in colourful attire.

VWhen asked to conment on the significance of the dial ogue in Swazil and,
Dr Mahathir said: "Many heads of state are here, like fromthe West Indies,
Thai | and and Chi na.

"This shows that the dialogue has attracted a |lot of interest and we
bel i eve that with exchange of information, we will be able to devel op our
own countries.”

Asked on whether Mal aysia would continue to host the Langkaw
International D alogue after he steps down as Prinme Mnister in Novenber,
he told reporters:

"I think so, it should go on, it's not (held) because of ne...it
(because of) Ml aysia."

The Prime Mnister, who is staying at the Guest House Village, just
out si de Ezulwi ni where the dial ogue woul d be held, has a tight schedul e
t hroughout hi s four days here.

Later today, he will neet the dialogue's host and patron King Mswati
[l of Swazil and and several Heads of Governnent in what has been described
as a Fell ows Wl cone Session.

In the evening, the Ezulwi nin Smart Partnership official dinner would
be held where Dr Mahathir woul d deliver a keynote address on "Enhancing
Identity & Progress through Smart Partnership themed " Co-Creating CQur
Destiny: The Smart Partnership \Way."

Meanwhil e, Dr Siti Hasmah woul d al so be actively involved in social
i ssue di scussi ons.

On Thursday, an endowrent fund would be |aunched to raise sone US$11
mllion (RWM1.8 million) to fund activities of the Commonweal th Partnership
for Technol ogy and Managenment (CPTM which has been involved in the
organi sation of the Langkawi |nternational D al ogue and Southern African
I nternational D alogue since 1995.

Swaziland is 17,360 sgq km and has a population of 1.2 mllion.

Bef ore coming here, Dr Mahathir was in Algeria for a three-day official
visit.

He | eaves Swazil and on Saturday, Aug 16, for an official visit to
Syria. -- BERNAMA
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