01 NOV 2003
Mahat hi r - Vacati on
DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR TWD- WEEK VACATI ON ABRQAD

SUBANG, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his wife, Tun Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, today left for a vacation abroad after stepping
down as the prinme mnister yesterday.

The coupl e boarded a Petronas executive jet bound for Spain which took
off fromthe Royal Malaysian Air Force (RVAF) base here at 9.20am

Dr Mahathir woul d spend about two weeks abroad, said one of his forner
ai des.

Apart fromhis famly nmenbers and forner aides, those present at the
airport to bid Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah farewel | were Housing and
Local CGovernnment M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, Defence M nister Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak, Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Deputy
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk M Kayveas.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir was conferred the Seri Maharaja Mangku Negara
(SSMN), the nation's highest award which carries the title Tun.

Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali, was conferred the Seri Setia Mhkota
Mal aysia (S.S.M, which also carries the title Tun.

The awards were bestowed by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail at the Balairong Seri, |stana Negara,
here, after Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi took his oath of office as
Mal aysia's fifth prine mnister.
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